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One  of  the  most  exciting  discov¬ 
eries  made  by  the  Clatsop  chapter, 
i  Oregon  Historical  society,  was  re¬ 
ported  Friday  bv  Mike  Cosovich, 
Astoria  member,  after  he  had  a  look 
into  an  old  record  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion. 

Cosovich  found  a  receipt,  dated 
February  20,  1900,  and  signed  by 
George  W.  Himes,  secretary  of  the 
state  organization.  It  acknowledged 
that  the  state  body  had  received 
Capt.  Robert  Gray's  sea  chest  and 
mirror  from  the  Clatsop  chapter. 

*  *  * 

In  the  past  47  years  all  bad  been 
forgotten  that  the  chapter  ever 
had  the  sea  chest  and  mirror  car¬ 
ried  by  the  discoverer  of  the  Co- 
i  lumbia  in  the  last  great  voyage  of 
1  exploration  undertaken  by  an 


American  vessel  on  this  continent. 

Just  how  the  local  chapter  came 
to  possess  the  sea  chest  and  mir¬ 
ror  is  not  at  present  known.  Coso¬ 
vich  displayed  the  receipt  Thursday 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Clatsop  chapter 
in  the  Astoria  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce.  The  membership  was  de¬ 
lighted. 

*  *  * 

The  Clatsop  historians  will  check 

all  records  to  learn  whether  any 
other  6u ch  borrowings  have  been 
made.  At  the  same  time  an  effort 
will  be  made  to  locate  more  histori¬ 
cal  relics. 

Walter  Johnson,  president  of  the 
organization,  reported  that  a  Hud¬ 
son  Bay  Fur  company  safe  is  owned 
by  a  resident  of  Chinook,  Wash. 
Johnson  also  displayed  an  Indian 


spearhead  and  the  sculptured  head 
of  an  Indian  ceremonial  ax. 

* *  *  * 

These  were  found  in  Beneke 
creek  near  what  may  have  been  an 
Indian  camp  ground  Johnson  said 
the  speaihead  and  the  other  item 
were  made  of  obsidian  -whicly  exists 

in  eastern  Oregon  _ 

.The  relic  Johnson  identifiefTbs  a 
ceremonial  device  is  a  finely  Hone 
bit  of  carving,  a  blotch  of  for¬ 
eign  coloring  marks  the  eyes  of 
the  stone  head.  Johnson  described 
it  as  being  designed  after  a  fish 
head,  but  the  teeth  are  those  of  a 
horse. 

*  *  * 

Tile  Clatsop  chapter  has  also  ob¬ 


tained  a  copy  of  “secret  files”  at  | 
Fort  Stevens.  These  include  the  In¬ 
dian  treaty  at  Tansy  point  and  the 
history  of  the  post  as'  recorded  by 
its  various  Commanders. 

For  several  years  the  post  was 
on  caretaker’s  status,  commanded 
by  corporals  and  sergeants.  Histoi'y 
in  those  years  suffered  from  spell¬ 
ing  which  the  Clatsop  chapter  of  the 
historical  society  decided  to  cor¬ 
rect,  but  not  without  slight  misgiv¬ 
ings  being  voiced  by  a  few  members 
who  felt  that  history  should  be 
passed  on  unrefined. 

*  *  * 

Aside  from  the  spelling,  no  other 
difference  was  discerned  in  the  post 
history  whether  it  was  written  by 
corporals  or  colonels. 

President  Johnson  reported  that 
the  Seaside  Women’s  club  has  vol¬ 
unteered  to  remove  blackberry 
vines  and  brambles  from  the  salt 
cairn  in  their  city.  Johnson  had 
been  seeking  to  learn  just  how  to 
take  care  of  the  memorial  when  the 
club  took  over. 

Plans  w'ere  discussed  for  a  ban¬ 
quet  meeting  to  hear  Lewis  A.  Mc¬ 
Arthur,  Oregon  historian,  who  has 
expressed  a  desire  to  visit  the  local 
chapter. 


Gray  s  Relics  Hailed  Find 


ASTORIA,  Nov.  8  (Special)— 
The  location  here  of  a  receipt 
for  the  sea  chest  and  the  mirror 
of  the  discovery  of  the  Colum¬ 
bia  river,  Capt.  Robert  Gray,  is 
considered  by  the  Clatsop  His¬ 
torical  society  as  the  most  ex¬ 
citing  of  its  kind  in  the  last  50 
years. 

M.  J.  Cosovich,  a  member  of 
the  Clatsop  group,  recently 
found  the  receipt  while  look¬ 
ing  over  old  records  of  the  or¬ 
ganization.  It  had  been  signed 
by  a  George  H.  Himes,  identi¬ 
fied  as  the  secretary  of  the  Ore¬ 
gon  Historical  society. 

Since  the  receipt  was  signed 
on  February  20,  1900,  the  local 
-chanter  had^. forgotten  that  it 


ever  had  possession  of  the  relics 
of  the  great  explorer,  believed 
now  in  the  Portland  rooms  of 
the  state  society. 

The  chest  and  mirror  were 
carried  by  Captain  Gray  in  the 
last  great  voyage  of  exploration 
undertaken  by  an  American 
vessel  of  this  continent,  the  his¬ 
torical  society  said. 

How  the  local  chapter  ob¬ 
tained  the  sea  chest  and  mirror 
has  not  been  determined  by 
local  members.  But  in  an  effort 
to  locate  more  historical  pos¬ 
sessions,  a  thorough  check  of 
the  society’s  records  will  be 
made,  Walter  Johnson,  presi¬ 
dent;  stated. 

Fort's  Files  Added 


Gray's  Chest 
Last  Seen 
At  Fete  Here 

Inez  Haskell,  librarian  of  the  Ore¬ 
gon  Historical  society,  has  disclosed 
how  the  society  came  fo  possess 
Capt.  Robert  Gray’s  sea  chest. 

Recently  the  Clatsop  chapter  of 
the  society  found  a  receipt  signed 
by  the  late  George  H.  Himes,  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  society,  which  ack- 1 
nowledged  that  the  chest  had  been 
delivered  by  the  local  chapter  to 
the  parent  organization  almost  50 
years  ago. 

The  receipt  stated  that  the  chest 
belonged  to  the  Clatsop  chapter. 

The  librarian  in  answering  a 
query  about  the  chest  reported  that 
it  was  presented  to  the  Columbia 
River  Centennial  Celebration  com¬ 
mittee  by  Miss  Mary  E.  Bancroft, 
granddaughter  of  Captain  Gray, 
the  discoverer  of  the  Columbia 
river.  This  relic  was  displayed  at 
the  centennial  celebration  in  As¬ 
toria  and  then  turned  over  by  J. 
H.  D.  Gray,  the  chairman  of  the 
centennial  program  committee,  to 
the  state  society. 

The  local  society,  now  without  a 
place  to  show  the  valuable  chest, 
has  not  requested  its  return. 


Johnson  also  announced,  that 
his  organization  had  obtained 
the  wartime  “secret”  files  of 
Fort  Stevens,  the  only  military 
establishment  fired  on  in  the 
continental  United  States  since 
the  war  of  1812  when  a  Japa¬ 
nese  submarine  shelled  it  in 
1942.. 

Besides  the  war  records  of 
the  fort,  all  other  documents 
pertaining  to  the  one-time  In¬ 
dian  post  have  been  obtained  by 
the  society,  Johnson  said. 

Fort  Stevens  was  recently  de¬ 
clared  surplus  to  the  army’s 
needs. 


The  sea  chest  and  mirror  of 
Capt.  Robert  Gray  have  been  on 
display  for  many  years  in  the 
museum  of  the  Oregon  Histor¬ 
ical  society  in  the  Por.tJand 
public  auditorium  and  Have 
been  viewed  there  by  thousands 
of  persons.  The  late  George  H. 
Himes  wa§  secretary  of  the  soci¬ 
ety  and  curator  of  the  museum. 
He  died  January  6.  1940. 


Cannon  "Guards"  Relics  Here 


Once  when  •  the  little  brass  can¬ 
non  boomed,  all  Astoria  flocked  to 
the  dojjks  to  watch  the  arrivals  of 
in  frequent  steamships  from  Frisco 
hearing  oranges,  fresh  fruits  and 
news  of  the  world  to  this  North¬ 
west  port. 

The  little  brass  cannon  still 
draws  attention,  as  it  keeps  silent 
watch  over  a  number  of  pioneer 
treasures  in  the  front  window  of 
the  Pacific  Power  and  Light  com¬ 
pany. 

The  window  is  one  of  two  dis¬ 
plays  sponsored  by  the  Clatsop 
county  chapter  of  the  Oregon  His¬ 
torical  society. 

Astoria,  merchants  are  urged  to 
sponsor  window  displays  of  histor~j 
ical  items  for  Salmon  Derby  time 
by  President  Walter  Johnson  of  the 
ounty  chapter.  Eventually  the  pi- 
meer-minded  group  hopes  to  dis¬ 
play  historical  treasures  in  a  Clat- 

•op  county  museum  and  library. 

* *  *  * 

The  little  brass  cannon  which 
Captain  J.  G.  Hustler  fired  for 
every  steamship  arrival  has  com¬ 
petition  now.  Competing  for  atten- 
ion  from  the  numbers  of  sidewalk 
;t  rollers  who  stop  to  stare  at  the 
vindow  is  a  large  piece  of  bces- 
vax  from  a  shipwreck  dating  back 


to  either  the  fifteenth  or  sixteenth 
century;  a  century-old  flax  spin¬ 
ning  wheel;  a  baby  cradle  carved 
in  1858  for  H.  G.  Van  Dusen  and 
now  owned  by  Mrs.  Randall  Reed. 

One  huge  key  in  the  window  once 
opened  the  front  door  of  Clatsop 
.county's  first  court  house.  Indian 
relics,  old  silver  serving  items,  and 
a  copy  of  the  Tri-weekly  Astorian 
are  also  included. 

*  *  * 

A  second  window  display  in  the 
First  National  bank  building  fea¬ 
tures  pictures  of  such  groups  as 
beard-wearing  Columbia  River  bar 
pilots  of  1853. 

Astoria’s  football  team  of  1894 
appear  in  abbreviated  costumes  mi¬ 
nus  padding.  The  first  Astoria  Re¬ 
gatta  queen,  crowned  just  50  years 
ago  this  August,  appears  in  consid¬ 
erably  more  clothing. 

The  fishing  industry  is  repre¬ 
sented  in  both  window  displays.  In 
the  bank  window  are  a  blue  bottle 
fire  extinguisher  grenade  used  in 
early  canneries  and  a  picture  of  a 
fishermen’s  strike  which  drew  the 
company  display  are  a  series  of 
stale  militia. 

At  the  Pacific  Power  and  Light 
bright  colored  salmon  labels  that 
covered  cans  of  pioneer  fishing 
canneries. 


Saif  Cairn  .■ 

Work  Asked 

Walter  Johnson,  president  of  the 
Clatsop  county  chapter,  Oregon 
Historical  society,  has  been  in¬ 
structed  by  the  local  chapter  to  ask 
1  the  state  organization  to  remove 
blackberry  vines,  Scotch  broom  and 
brush  from  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
salt  cairn  in  Seaside. 

The  site  for  the  cairn  was  do¬ 
nated  to  the  society  and  the  task 
of  policing  the  historical  monu¬ 
ment  is  said  to  fall  on  the  state 

organization. 

*  *  * 

At  its  latest  meeting  in  Warren- 
ton,  the  Clatsop  chapter  also  direct¬ 
ed  Johnson  to  obtain  information 
from  the  state  highway  commis¬ 
sion  on  its  program  of  putting  up 
wooden  markers  to  identify  points 
of  historical  interest. 

Johnson  will  request  the  aid  of 
Representative  Walter  Norblad  in 
obtaining  for  the  local  chapter  con¬ 
fidential  files  on  the  history  of  Fort 
Stevens,  including  those  on  episodes 
during  World  War  II. 

The  Clatsop  chapter  is  interested 
in  the  provision  for  a  museum  in 
the  Memorial  Library. 


Bones  Puzzling 
Finders  at  Lodge 

Walter  Johnson,  president  of  the 
Clatsop  chapter,  Oregon  Historical 
society,  Monday  informed  the  Ore¬ 
gon  state  college  department  of 
geology  that  strange  bones  and 
shells  have  been  uncovered  by  a 
bulldozer  at  Neahkahnie  lodge. 

Guyon  Blissett,  owner  of  Neah¬ 
kahnie  lodge,  six  miles  south  of 
Arch  Cape,  recently  discovered  the 
unidentified  bones  in  a  strata  of 
sandstone  imbedded  in  a  sand  duns 
near  the  lodge. 

They  were  exposed  after  a  bull¬ 
dozer  had  removed  15  feet  of  sand. 

Johnson  said  the  bones  are  well 
preserved.  One  may  have  been  that 
of  a  buffalo,  whose  residence  in 
Clatsop  county  has  not  been  ascer¬ 
tained  previously.  Other  bones 
might  be  those  of  elephants.  No 
human  bones  have  been  found. 


Seeks  Space 
For  Exhibits 


The  Clatsop  Historical  society 
Thursday  adopted  a  resolution  re¬ 
questing  the  county  court  to  grant 
the  organization  space  in  the  Flavel 
building  to  house  historical  ex¬ 
hibits  temporarily. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  society  to 
contribute  towards  erection  of  the 
Clatsop  County  Memorial  library 
and  museum  by  arousing  public  in¬ 
terest  in  the  history  of  the  lower 
Columbia. 

*  *  * 

When  the  museum  quarters  are 
put  up  in  the  proposed  memorial 
library,  the  historical  society  will 
move  in  its  growing  collection-  of 
relics. 

A  financial  committee  for  obtain-  j 
ing  funds  to  maintain  the.  Flavel 
building  quarters  is  to  be  appointed 
by  Walter  Johnson,  president.  He 
reported  to  the  latest  meeting 
Thursday  night  the  membership 
campaign  is  showing  results.  Fifty 
members  were  present,  the  largest, 
number  in  many  years. 

:J:  *  t\: 

Johnson  said  that  he  understood 

that  the  Red  Cross  would  remain 
for  a  time  at  least  in  the  Flavel 
building. 

All  members  of  the  organization 
received  a  copy  of  the  history  of 
Fort  Stevens  as  written  by  its  com¬ 
manding  officers. 

Mrs.  Folly  McKean  Bell,  wholias 
been  a  life-long  member  and  one  oti 
the  most  vigorous  students  of  low-: 
er  Columbia  history,  sent  the  chap¬ 
ter  a  letter  in  which  she  discussed 
the  history  of'  the  bar  pilots. 


Historical  Group 
Plans  Campaign 
To  Get  Members 

Plans  for  the  coming  year  will 
be  drafted  by  the  Clatsop  County 
Historical  society  at  a  meeting  in 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  Thurs¬ 
day  at  8  p.  m. 

Walter  Johnson,  president  of  the 
society,  said  Monday  that  the  so¬ 
ciety  has  undertaken  a  campaign  to 
increase  the  membership  one  thou¬ 
sand  per  cent. 

During  the  past  year  the  chapter 
has  had  a  vigorous  revival  and  has 
created  interest  in  the  history  of 
the  local  Columbia. 

Its  members  have  taken  part  in 
research  expeditions  to  old  Indian 
settlements.  Through  the  chapter’s 
efforts,  a  display  of  historical  relics 
was  put  on  in  Astoria. 


More  on  the  Library  Site 


Since  commenting  on  the  reasons  be¬ 
hind  retention  of  the  present  Veterans  Me¬ 
morial  library  location  in  preference  to  the 
Flavcl  building  site,  this  newspaper  has  just 
received  a  report  by  experts  that  is  perti¬ 
nent  to  the  subject. 

The  American  Library  association  and 
the  American  Institute  of  Architects  have 
been  conducting  a  study  of  the  subject  of 
locating  libraries.  The  joint  report  of  their 
investigating  committee  supports  the  local 
memorial  library  board’s  opinion  that  the 
10th  and  Duane  street  location  is  preferable 
to  the  Flavel  site.  A  summary  of  the  inves¬ 
tigators’  report  is  submitted  herewith : 

1.  The  library  should  be  centrally  locat¬ 
ed,  if  possible  in  the  business  district.  Li¬ 
braries  are  being  used  more  and  more  for 
research  and  quick  information  by  indus¬ 
trial,  business  and  professional  people.  It 
should  be  on  street  level,  with  least  amount 
of  interference. 

2.  Long  experience  with  successful  li¬ 
braries  and  bitter  experience  with  unsuc¬ 
cessful  ones  has  shown  over  and  over  again 
that  the  best  sites  are  located  in  an  attrac¬ 
tive  shopping  center,  at  or  near  a  traffic 
intersection,  where  there  is  reason  for  the 
consistent  maximum  flow  of  pedestrian  traf¬ 
fic. 

3.  Preferably  the  site  should  be  in  the 
heart  of  the  district,  not  just  around  the 
corner  from  it.  Best  way  to  choose  site  is  to 
imagine  that  you  are  an  ambitious  young 
business  man,  determined  to  retire  young 
with  a  fortune,  choosing  a  site  for  a  busy 
store. 

4.  Resist  the  well-intended  but  unsound 
and  sentimental  arguments  of  those  who 
advocate  placing  libraries  within  parks  or 
gardens,  or  with  a  group  of  civic  buildings, 
away  from  the  shopping  center. 

5.  The  library  is  best  placed  on  its  own 
site  adjoining  other  activities.  No  practical 
advantage  of  site  should  be  sacrificed  for 
the  theoretical  advantage  of  being  allied 
with  other  community  buildings. 

6.  A  library  on  a  residential  or  second¬ 
ary  street  may  be  initial  economy  in  cost  of 
site,  but  in  the  perspective  of  daily  use  it  is 
poor  business,  because  large  numbers  of  peo¬ 
ple  do  not  travel  on  such  streets.  The  man 
who  would  select  a  side  street  for  a  busi¬ 
ness  that  exists  by  people  using  it  would 
soon  go  bankrupt.  To  put  a  public  utility 
like  a  library  there  would  be  to  ask  such 
unit  to  succeed  where  he  would  expect  to 
fail. 

7.  The  library  will  not  attract  great 
numbers,  but  well  located,  it  will  attract  o0 
per  cent  of  the  people  within  one  mile  ra¬ 
dius.  _ 


8.  The  provision  of  automobile  parking 
space,  probably  below  ground,  should  not 
be  overlooked  in  planning  a  library  build¬ 
ing, ^no  iqatter  where  it  is  located. 

9. "  The  location  of  any  library  should  be 
such  that  it  is  susceptible  of  almost  indefin¬ 
ite  expansion. 

10.  The  library’s  function  is  to  provide 
information  and  recreation  and  to  contri¬ 
bute  to  education  through  books.  It  used  to 
be  books  only,  now  the  library  must  think  in 
terms  of  magazines,  newspapers,  picture  col¬ 
lections,  maps;  travel  trade  and  gardening 
literature;  recordings  of  music  and  speech; 
films,  art  and  handicraft  exhibitions;  lec¬ 
tures,  forums,  etc.  It  is  the  people’s  univer¬ 
sity. 


Proposals  For  A  Museum 


Submitted  herewith  are  a  pair  of  com¬ 
munications  which  have  come  in  as  letters  to 
the  editor.  Inasmuch  as  they  are  unduly 
lengthy  for  our  letters-to-the-editor  column 
and  inasmuch  as  the  subject  is  one  of  con¬ 
siderable  public  interest,  we  are  publishing 
them  here  in  the  nature  of  guest  editorials: 


FROM  MR.  JOHNSON 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  in  accord  with  the  objections  stated  in 
your  recent  editorial  to  the  use  of  the  Flavel  resi¬ 
dence  as  a  memorial  library.  But  these  objections 
can  also  be  considered  as  arguments  in  favor  of 
the  preservation  of  the  Flavel  home  as  a  memorial  \ 
museum,  which  I  feel  would  fulfill  the  desires  of  \ 
the  citizens  who  are  objecting  to  the  Veterans  L 
Memorial  libary  being  constructed  on  the  10th  and 
Duane  street  site. 

Taking  the  arguments  against  the  Flavel  site 
in  the  order  published  in  your  editorial: 

1.  A  Flavel  Memorial  museum,  as  practically 
all  museums,  would  remain  open  only  during  cer¬ 
tain  hours  of  the  day.  The  majority  of  our  museums 
are  open  only  during  the  hours  of  1  to  5  p.  m.  of 
Wednesdays,  Saturdays  and  Sundays.  This  would 
eliminate  any  objection  to  the  site  being  in  a  quiet 
neighborhood  or  near  the  county  jail. 

2.  The  matter  of  public  access  or  patronage 
would  not  be  material.  Tourists  and  residents  would 
visit  a  museum  or  historical  site  regardless  of  its 
location  or  accessability. 

3.  The  only  other  agency  using  the  Flavel  home 
at  present  is  the  Red  Cross  and  its  occupancy 
would  in  no  way  interfere  with  the  use  of  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  building  for  a  museum. 

4.  Although  the  Flavel  building  may  be  worth¬ 
less  for  library  purposes,  it  can  easily  and  readily 
be  converted  into  a  museum  with  little  expense.  The 
entire  building  is  mor$  valuable  for  museum  use 
in  its  present  construction  than  if  it  were  one 
large  hall,  as  the  various  rooms  can  be  used  to  dis¬ 
play  exhibits  of  different  periods  of  our  early  his¬ 
tory,  such  as  an  “Indian  Relic  Room,”  “Lewis  & 
Clark  Expedition,”  “Astor  Excpedition,”  “Pioneer 
Room,”  etc.  The  majority  of  museums  throughout 
this  country  are  similar  in  construction  to  the  old 
Flavel  home. 

5.  By  preserving  the  Flavel  building,  we  will 
have  the  beginning  of  a  future  public  square  or 
park,  with  the  post  office,  court  house,  museum, 
and  perhaps  two  other  blocks  to  the  east  as  a 
public  park. 

Objections  6  and  7  are  arguments  which  do  not 
in  any  way  affect  the  use  of  the  Flavel  residence 
as  a  memorial  museum. 

The  Veterans  Memorial  library  program  is  one 
that  should  be  supported  by  everyone.  It  would  not 
only  be  an  excellent  memorial  to  the  veterans  but 
would  fill  a  real  need  for  a  library  in  this  county. 

It  has  been  proposed  that  after  the  requirements 
for  a  county  library  have  been  met  that  an  addition 
would  be  made  to  that  structure  to  contain  a  mu¬ 
seum.  Before  this  entire  program  could  be  completed, 
it  may  take  quite  a  few  years. 

The  need  of  a  museum  is  also  imperative.  We 
have  the  Flavel  residence  that  is  ideally  situated  and 
constructed  for  this  purpose,  which  can  be  main¬ 
tained  at  very  little  cost  for  many  years.  The  oc¬ 
cupancy  of  this  building  as  a  museum  would  permit 
an  adjustment  in  the  plans  for  a  Veterans  Mem¬ 
orial  library  and  require  less  funds  to  complete 
their  program. 

Astoria  and  Clatsop  county  as  a  whole  have 
ben  too  quick  and  unthinking  in  tearing  down  and 
destroying  our  historical  past.  Historical  exhibits  are 
being  lost  daily  because  there  is  no  place  to  store 
and  preserve  them.  Let  us  all  do  our  utmost  to  aid 
in  the  Veterans  Memorial  library  program  but  let 
us  .also  think  twice  before  we  destroy  one  of  the 
fe\v  remaining  exhibits  of  our  great  historical  past. 
The  Flavel  home  must  be  preserved  as  a  memorial 
to  th^-t  gallant  captain  who  was  the  father  of  ship- 
plng**nd  maritime  commerce  of  the  Pacific  north¬ 
west. 

Very  truly  yours 

Walter  G.  Johnson. 


FROM  MR.  POLLARD 

To  the  Editor: 

The  people  of  Clatsop  county,  and  of  the  whole  I 
state  of  Oregon,  owe  the  Astorian-Budget  mart.)  j 
thanks  for  your  admirable  support  of  the  program  ! 
of  the  Clatsop  County  Historical  society.  Your  pub¬ 
licity  and  approval  of  the  activities  of  that  society 
have  helped  greatly  to  make  a  success  of  its  efforts. 

Astoria,  and  many  other  communities  of  Oregon, 
recognize  the  need  for  a  museum  in  which  to  pre¬ 
serve  and  display  historic  records  and  tellies  of  the 
community.  Some  cities  and  counties  have  already 
taken  steps  to  secure  a  building  for  that  purpose: 
in  Tillamook  the  old  court  house  is  being  so  used 
and  yearly  atracts  thousands  of  local  and  tourist 
visitors;  recently  the  Coos-Curry  Pioneer  and  His¬ 
torical  association  has  erected  a  temporary,  but  very 
pleasing,  building  to  house  its  collections;  the  South¬ 
ern  Oregon  Historical  society  (Jackson,  Josephine 
and  southern  Douglas  counties)  has  undertaken, 
with  the  promise  of  success,  to  turn  the  old  county 
court  house  in  Jacksonville  into  a  museum  for  that" 
area;  similar  efforts  have  been  inaugurated  in  sev¬ 
eral  other  counties. 

It  has  now  come  to  my  attention  that  the  Clat¬ 
sop  County  Historical  society  has  applied  to  the  i 
county  court  for  the  use  of  the  Flavel  residence  to 
constitute  a  memorial  museum  in  Astoria.  If  my  in¬ 
formation  is  correct  that  historic  old  residence  can 
be  so  used:  it  would  certainly  make  an  excellent 
museum— is  in  itself  a  historic  relic — until  such  time 
as  the  memorial  library  and  museum  are  construct¬ 
ed. 

I  am  confident  that  you  will  lend  this  enterprise 
your  support  and  I  trust  that  the  county  court  will 
grant  the  societys  request.  A  museum  will  be  a  val¬ 
uable  new  asset  to  Astoria. 

Sincerely, 

Lancaster  Pollard, 

Superintendent,  Oregon  Historical  Society. 


Plans  fa  Mark  Local 
Historical  Sites  Set 


Clatsop  county  needs  to  mark  and  explain  its  historic 
spots  fast  fading  into  legend  decided  the  county  chapter  of 
the  Oregon  Historical  society  last  nigljt  at  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  building. 


Members  discussed  plans  for  a 
series  of  marking  monuments  to 
be  made  of  sections  of  -iW  to  desig¬ 
nate  such  pioneer  places  as  the  old 
customs  house,  forgotten  townships, 
Indian  burial  grounds  and  ship¬ 
wreck  sites. 

*  *  * 

A  special  meeting  July  12  at  X  p. 
m.  will  be  called  to  make  further 
plans  and  to  organize  committees. 
Last  night’s  planners  included 
President  Walter  Johnson,  Michael 
Cosovich,  Leola  D.  Ball,  George  | 
Corrigan  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Logan. 

Typical  places  considered  for  pos¬ 
sible  markers  were  the  old  stockade 
of  Clatsop  plains,  the  lighthouse  at 
Battery  Russell,  an  Indian  chief’s 
cock  spit  wreck  site,  the  old  towns 
cock  spit  write  site,  the  old  towns  | 
of  Lexington  and  Skipanon  and 
non-existent  post  offices. 

*  *  * 

Picnic  expeditions  to  the  pioneer 

spots  to  set  up  the  markers  were 

proposed  at  the  meeting. 

Descriptions  of  each  site  would 
be  carved  into  the  varnished  sec¬ 
tions  of  fine  Oregon  logs,  and  the 
histories  be  covered  with  a  metal 
paint,  according  to  the  proposed 
plans. 

*  *  * 

The  historical  society  hopes  to 
gain  the  cooperation  of  the  state 
highway  department  by  having 
j  signs  placed  on  the  main  roads  an- 
|  nouncing  the  log  markers.  Aid  also 
j  is  desired  from  local  logging  com- 
I  panies  in  procuring  the  best  wood 
for  markers. 

“The  youth  of  the  county  are 
growing  up  unaware  of  the  famous 
spots  of  Oregon  history  all  about 
them,”  Said  President  Walter  John¬ 
son.  Others  added  that  the  county 
was  neglecting  to  mark  and  explain 

sites  of  interest  to  tourists. 

*  *  * 

Concern  was  expressed  over  As¬ 
toria’s  failure  to  preserve  its  pi¬ 
oneer  relics. 

“In  Champoeg,  Portland,  ThC 
Dalles  and  elsewhere  you  will  find 
in  museums  items  which  really  be¬ 
long  to  Astoria,”  complained  one 
member.  The  pioneer  treasures 
were  sent  elsewhere  for  safekeeping 
because  Astoria,  did  not  provide  a 
museum  for  them,  it  was  explained. 

Individual  members  possessing 
Clatsop  county  museum  pieces  are 
considering  the  placement  of  re¬ 
volving  exhibits  in  prominent  As¬ 
toria  buildings. 

Little  is  left  of  the  original  town 
of  Lexington,  though  Captain  Cor¬ 
rigan  of  Warrenton  reported  he  had 
obtained  original  bricks  from  the 
town,  dated  1876,  for  a  home  bar- j 
becue. 

»  *  * _ _ _ 


The  Clatsop  county  historians  re¬ 
membered  Skipanon  as  the  trans¬ 
fer  place  where  ships  came  through 
Astoria  and  Warrenton  up  the 
Skipanon  river,  and  loaded  people 
and  baggage  into  wagons  for  the 
overland  journey  to  Seaside. 

Cosovich  has  obtained  early  his¬ 
torical  documents  including  the 
original  minute  book  of  Clatsop 
county  historical  chapter,  dating 
back  lo  1817. 

*  *  » 

Signatures  of  over  5011  of  the  orig-s\ 
inal  pioneers  of  the  Astoria  area 
are  in  the  book.  Records  of  births, 
meetings,  resolutions,  and  other 
early  data  are  also  included. 

Microfilms  of  each  page  of  the 
hook  are  being  made  in  Portland  in 
the  interests  of  historical  research, 
hut  Cosovich  hopes  to  have  the 
book  at  a  meeting  of  the  local  chap¬ 
ter  in  the  near  future. 

In  order  to  preserve  colorful 
chapters  of  the  county’s  history, 
the  chapter  may  send  invitations  to 
old  times  to  appear  at  meetings  as 
guests  of  honor.  “We’ll  prime  ’em 
and  just  let  them  talk,”  said  a 
spokesman  for  the  group,  who 
would  like  to  record  facts  from  the 
talks  in  writing. 

Samples  of  those  old  times  would 
be  stories  about  ship  trips  made 
for  hunting  and  fishing  up  Youngs  ! 
river.  Advertisements  for  anglers 
and  hunters  then  read:  “Bring 
your  own  barrels  and  salt.” 

*  *  * 

The  historians  laemnted  that 

prize  winners  in  the  present  sal¬ 
mon  derby  run  only  47  pounds  when 
the  members  have  pictures  of  their 
fathers  with  catches  of  salmon, 
where  the  smallest  fish  was  68,  and 
the  weight  of  the  largest  climbed 
towards  a  hundred. 

Those  were  the  days  when  “the 
biggest  salmon  sold  for  $.25  apiece,” 
and  the  docks  were  piled  so  high 
with  fish  people  kicked  the  pesky 
things  into  the  liver. 

*  *  * 

Shad  were  so  plentiful  farmers 
used  them  for  fertilizer,  and  the 
Clatsop  historian  say  nowadays  the 
roe  sells  for  $.80  a  pound. 

“We  fished  through  the  cracks  in 
the  sidewalk,  and  then  couldn’t  pull 
the  big  ones  through,”  laughed  the 
members. 

»  *  * 

They  reminisced  over  such  events 
as  John  L.  Sullivan’s  prizefight  in 
Astoria  when  liquor  flowed  like  the 
Columbia,  the  wreck  of  the  “Great 
Republic,”  and  the  times  when  the 
town’s  best  restaurants  boasted  par¬ 
rots  with  salty  repertoires. 

After  the  meeting,  Chapter  Presi¬ 
dent  Johnson  emphasized  that  the 
chapter  includes  all  Clatsop  county 
not  just  Astoria.  He  hopes  that  in 
ttie  future  meetings  may  be  rotated 
to  Warrenton,  Seaside  and  other 
Clatsop  towns. 


Three-Day  Event  To 
Commemorate  Visit 
Of  Lewis  And  Clark 

Final  plans  for  Seaside's  first  Lewis  and  Clark  Festival,  to 
be  held  here  Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  are  being  completed 
by  a  committee  under  the  leadership  of  Adrian  Johanns  and  a 
successful  event,  considering  that  this  is  the  first  time  it  has  ever 
been  attempted,  is  in  prospect.  It  is  expected  that  the  Festival 
will  become  an  annual  affair,  and  that  it  will  grow  in  importance 
until  it  achieves  an  important  place  in  the  list  of  events  on  the 
Pacific  coast. 

The  climax  of  the  event  will  come  at  3  p.  m.  Sunday,  when 
a  plaque  will  be  dedicated  at  the  salt  cairn,  the  scene  of  the  salt¬ 
making  enterprise  operated  by  the  Lewis  and  Clark  expedition 
during  the  winter  of  1805-6.  The  speech  of  dedication  will  be 
made  by  C.  B.  Stephenson,  vice-president  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Portland.  It  will  take  place  at  the  site  of  the  salt  cairn 
on  what  has  now  been  designated  as  Lewis  and  Clark  way. 

Another  important  event  will  be  the  parade  to  be  held  at  1 
p.  m.  Sunday.  At  least  three  riding  organizations  will  take  part. 
The  Clackamas  county  sheriff's  posse  of  Hillsboro  and  an 
Astoria  woman's  riding  group  are  scheduled  to  participate. 
Other  groups,  both  in  Seaside  and  Gearhart,  are  planning  to 
enter  the  event.  The  Astoria  Elks  band  will  be  in  hne~To~provide 
music. 

In  addition  to  the  mounted  organizations,  there  will  be  a 
section  of  the  parade  for  persons  in  costume  or  who  might 
be  able  to  add  to  the  event  in  any  way.  All  persons  seeking  to 
take  part  in  the  parade  should  be  at  the  city  park  on  E.  Broad¬ 
way  at  12:30  p.  m.  Sunday. 

Explorers  Lo  Lead  Parade 

The  parade,  which  will  start  west  on  Broadway  from  the 
city  park  at  1  p.  m.,  will  be  headed  by  Johanns  and  H.  A. 
Kemmerer  as  marshals.  Following  will  be  the  Gearhart  Riding 
club,  with  a  group  in  costume  to  represent  Lewis  and  Clark 
and  their  Indian  guide,  Sacajawea.  Then  will  come  the  Clack¬ 
amas  county  sheriff's  posse,  the  Astoria  Elks  band,  the  As¬ 
toria  Girls  Riding  club  in  uniform,  the  Washington  county 
sheriff  s  posse,  the  Seaside  Riding  club,  and  a  novelty  section 
open  to  the  public. 

The  parade  will  move  west  on  Brodawsy  to  the  Turna¬ 
round,  back  to  Columbia  and  west  on  Avenue  A  to  the  beach 
by  way  of  the  ramp  at  Avenue  A.  Paul  Scoggin  is  in  chage. 

Following  the  parade  there  will  be  a  demonstration  on  the 
beach  by  ihe  Clackamas  county  sheriffs’  posse  and  other 
mounted  organizations. 

At  4  p.  rn.  Sunday  all  persons  desiring  to  enter  the  contests 
for  whiskers,  costumes  or  window  displays  arc  asked  to  be  at 
the  Kangaroo  Court  location  on  Columbia  street  between  Broad¬ 
way  and  Ocean  way  for  the  judging. 

The  Kangaroo  Court  will  be  a  feature  of  the  two  evenings 
—  Friday  and  Saturday.  With  a  crew  of  "policemen”  under  the 
leadership  of  Don  \  ork.  all  persons  lacking  whiskers  or  whisker 
permits  will  be  rounded  up  for  trial.  Preceding  their  trial,  they 
arV’jry  cT>t  to  become  incarcerated  in  the  jail  recently  com- 
pleted  on  Columbia  street  by  members  of  the  Lions  dub.  Judqes 
wdl  be  Municipal  Judge  John  Seabrook  of  Portland:  former 
Municipal  Judge  Julius  Cohn  of  Portland;  Police  Judge  Gault 
Patton  of  Seaside  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  S.  B.  Tewksbury  of 
Seaside.  1 

It  is  pointed  out  by  those  in  charge  that  whisker  permits 
which  are  permits  not  to  have  whiskers,  can  be  purchased  at  a 
jmume^aLplaces  throughout  thp  n>v 


Booklet  to  Publicize  Event 

Seaside  residents  are  urged  to  purchase  the  booklet,  Lewis 
and  Clark  at  Seaside,"  not  only  for  themselves  but  to  send  to 
their  friends.  This  unique  and  highly  interesting  booklet  offers 
one  of  the  most  unusual  publicity  opportunities  ever  developed 
here,  and  members  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  hope  that 
everyone  will  take  advantage  of  it.  It  is  on  sale  at  many  stores 
throughout  the  city. 

Besides  the  main  prices  offered  by  the  Seas  de  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  over  50  more  prizes  have  been  donated  by  retail 
stores,  organizations  and  individuals  for  the  Lev.  •  and  Clark 
festival. 

First  prize  for  the  best  whiskers  is  a  Remington  electric 
shaver,  second  prize  is  a  King's  Men  shaving  set  and  third  is 
a  Remington  dual  electric  shaver.  Prizes  for  the  best  men’s 
comic  costume  are  first,  a  Howard  rad  o.  and  second,  a  men's 
comb  and  brush  set.  For  the  best  woman's  comic  costume  the 
winner  will  receive  an  Evening  in  Par's  perfume  and  cologne 
set  and  a  Tusy  make-up  kit  will  be  presented  to  the  second 
place  winner.  « 

Other  prizes  being  offered  are  as  follows.  Best  dressed 
men’s  old  time  costume  first  prize  an  Aristocrat  shaving  brush, 
second  prize  a  Parker  51  pen:  best  dressed  old  time  costume, 
first  prize  a  Procter  electric  iron,  second  prize  a  small  su't  case; 
best  dressed  old  time  couple,  first  prize  a  General  Electric 
portable  mixer  and  second  prize  a  Tusy  toilet  k,f. 

First  prize  for  the  Lewis  and  Clark  w  indow  display  is  a  150 
wratt  General  Electric  spotlight  w.th  interchangeable  colored 
lenses.  A  Low'e  miniature  game  board  goes  to  the  second  best 
display  window.  First  and  second  prizes  for  the  best  family 
groups  will  be  24  and  12  cans  of  Heinz  baked  beans. 


City  To  Receive 
Rians  To  Mark 
Ft.  Astoria  Site 

The  county  historical  society  will 
submit  plans  and  sketches  for  the 
improvement  and  reconstruction 
of  the  Fort  Astoria  site  to  the  city 
council  May  17,  it  was  decided  at 
a  meeting  of  the  society  Thursday 
night. 

The  action  was  taken  following 
a  report  by  George  Corrigan,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  historical  planning  com 
mittee. 

Historical  data  confirming  the 
authenticity  of  the  name  Fort  As¬ 
toria,  as  opposed  to  the  British 
title  Fort  George,  was  presented  in 
a  report  by  Mrs.  Polly  McKean 
Bell. 

Mrs.  Bell  displayed  a  1908  post 
card  showing  the  site  at  that  time 
under  the  name  Fort  Astoria,  and 
a  1932  Astorian-Budget  article,  by 
a  historical  authority,  J.  A.  Bu¬ 
chanan,  giving  a  detailed  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  original  fort  and  hisN 
reasons  for  approving  the  name 
Fort  Astoria. 


$100  Is  Offered 
To  "Fort  Astoria" 

WARRENTON,  (Special)— Offer 
of  a  $100  contribution  toward  mak¬ 
ing  the  Fort  Astoria  site  "worthy 
of  its  historical  significance’’  has 
been  received  from  W.  P.  O’Brien, 
Astoria  lumberman,  it  was  report¬ 
ed  Thursday  by  George  Corrigan, 
Warrenton  merchant  who  heads 
the  fort  site  committee  of  the 
county  historical  society. 

O’Brien’s  offer  carried  the  pro¬ 
viso  that  the  site,  located  at  15th 
and  Exchange  streets,  Astoria,  be 
known  as  Fort  Astoria — not  Fort 
George. 

Representatives  of  the  historical 
society  and  all  other  groups  inter¬ 
ested  in  preservation  of  the  site 
are  invited  to  a  meeting  at  the  As¬ 
toria  chamber  of  commerce  at  8 
p.  m.  Wednesday,  Corrigan  an¬ 
nounced. 

The  Astoria  city  council  has  de¬ 
layed  for  60  days  its  decision  on 
proposed  purchase  of  the  site  by  an 
Astoria  automobile  firm. _ _ 


Your  Library 

By  Phil  Blodgett,  Clatsop  County  Librarian 


Several  recent  questions  have 
brought  to  light  the  fact  that  many 
people  in  Clatsop  county  do  not 
have  a  clear  understanding  of  the 
building  program  of  the  Veterans 
Memorial  library  and  museum,  and 
its  relations  to  the  present  library. 
I  was  very  much  surprised  to  find 
that  someone  thought  the  Veterans 
Memorial  library  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  present  Clatsop  county 
library.  I  was  surprised  again  to 
find  people  who  thought  there  was 
no  relation  between  the  library  and 
the  museum.  So,  in  the  interest  of 
general  understanding,  let  us  re¬ 
view  a  bit. 

1.  There  is  no  longer  such  an  in¬ 
stitution  as  the  Astoria  public  li¬ 
brary,  The  Astoria  public  library 
became  the  Clatsop  county  library 
in  1941,  seven  years  ago.  The  Clat¬ 
sop  county  library  serves  Astoria 
as  a  public  library  but  it  also  serves 
all  the  residents  of  Clatsop  county 
outside  Astoria.  The  library  trend 
throughout  the  United  States  for 
the  past  quarter  century  has  been 
to  consolidate  into  larger  units  for 
the  sake  of  economy  and  to  avoid 
needless  duplication  of  services 
such  as  is  found  in  communities 
which  have  both  a  city  library  and 
a  county  library  as  separate  en¬ 
tities.  The  next  step  is  logically  a 
regional  set  up,  but  it  is  difficult 
enough  to  get  cities  in  the  same 
county  to  work  together  let  alone 
one  or  more  counties  combining 
for  wider  service. 

2.  The  present  Clatsop  county 
library,  which  I  repeat  again  is  also 


Astoria’s  public  library,  has  never 
had  a  home  of  its  own,  a  fact  which 
native  Astorians  are  not  proud  of, 
we  hope.  It  will  eventualy  have  to 
have  a'  home,  every  county  library 
needs  its  own  building.  The  idea 
of  the  Clatsop  County  Veterans  , 
Memorial  library  germinated  from 
this  fact.  The  Clatsop  County  Vet¬ 
erans  Memorial  library  is  to  be  a 
building,  a  home  for  the  present 
Clatsop  county  library.  It  is  not 
a  separate  useless  monolith.  Can 
I  make  that  any  plainer? 

3.  The  Clatsop  County  Veterans 
Memorial  library  will  house  the 
present  Clatsop  county  library,  and 
also,  we  hope,  the  museum  of  the 
Clatsop  County  Historical  society, 
and  a  memorial  hall  for  all  veter¬ 
ans  records,  trophies,  etc. 

4.  The  present  proposed  use  of 
the  Flavel  building  for  the  histor¬ 
ical  objets  d’art  of  the  Clatsop 
County  Historical  society  is  a  tem¬ 
porary  expedient  until  such  time  as 
the  permanent  museum  quarters 
are  built  as  a  part  of  the  Clatsop 
County  Veterans  Memorial  library. 
The  Clatsop  County  Historical  so¬ 
ciety  is  fully  aware  that  the  Flavel 
building  cannot  be  considered  as  a 
permanent  home  for  Clatsop  coun¬ 
ty’s  valuable  historical  relics. 

So  make  your  contributions  to  the 
Clatsop  County  Veterans  Memorial 
library  with  the  understanding  that 
all  of  these  needs  will  be  taken  care 
of  as  soon  as  the,  building  can  be 
erected,  and  that  means  every  citi¬ 
zen  of  Clatsop  county  who  is  in¬ 
terested  in  preserving  and  support¬ 
ing  the  cultural  life  of  our  county. 


Oregon  History  Week 
To  Be  Held  in  Foil 


Machinery  to  provide  markers  for 
Jlat.sop  county’G  historic  spots  was 
;et  in  motion  last  night  by  the 
:ounty  chapter  of  the  Oregon  His- 
.orical  society  at  the  Chamber  of 
Jonmerce  building. 

Committees  were  appointed  to  se¬ 
lect  sites,  procure  markers,  and  to 
jrganize  public  displays  of  pioneer 
treasures  of  Oregon  in  local  build- 
ngs. 

*  *  * 

The  chapter  plans  to  designate 
in  Oregon  History  week  thig  fall, 
lanned  tours  to  display  centers 
md  historic  spots  will  be  conduct¬ 
ed  by  chapter  members  for  all 
school  students  in  the  county. 

Conducted  tours  will  probably  be 
>eld  for  benefit  of  adults  in  the 
evenings,  according  to  President 
v* alter  Johnson.  The  chapter  has 
ipproved  a  county  wide  historical 
veek  to  emphasize  and  explain  the 
pioneer  backgrounds  of  Oregon. 

•*  *  * 

Tlic  group  discussed  tho  question 
of  cutting  down  the  trees  around 
\stor  column.  A  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  investigate  the  desirabil- 
tv  of  cutting  the  trees. 

Museum  pieces  from  the  Oregon 
Historical  society  and  other  sources 
will  supplement  local  pioneer  pieces 
in  displays.  Exhibits  will  be  placed 
at  vai4ous  county  schools  in  addi¬ 
tion  t$  civic  buiidings. 

/  *  *  *■ 

Sections  of  log,  varnished  and  pre¬ 


served,  will  probably  be  used  as 
markers.  Planned  picnics  by  chap¬ 
ter  inembers  will  formally  dedicate 
the  markers  as  they  qxu-erecte^..  J 

Descriptions  of  each'  site  would  be 
carved  into  the  varnished  sections 
of  fine  Oregon  logs,  according  to 
original  plans. 

*  4  .* 

The  site  selection  committee  in¬ 
cludes  Chairman  Mrs.  Leola  Ball, 
August  Hildebrand,  Mrs.  W  C. 
Logan. 

The  marker  finance  committee 
includes  Chairman  C.  L.  Rogers, 
George  Corrigan,  Mrs.  Harold  Tur- 
lay,  Arthur  Dempsie. 

Exhibit  and  display  committee: 
Chairman  Anna  Marie  Frederick, 
Marjorie  Halderman,  Arthur  Demp- 
sie,  R.  T.  Doyle. 

«  *  * 

School  exhibits  committee:  Chair¬ 
man  Phillip  R.  Blodget,  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Puusti,  Mrs.  R.  T.  Carruthers. 

Committee  to  investigate  desir¬ 
ability  of  cutting  down  trees  around 
Astor  column:  Chairman  Thorn- 
dyke,  Mrs.  E.  R.  Baldwin,  Mrs.  C. 
R.  Peck. 

»  *  6  * 

Pioneer  biographies  committee : 
Chairman  Marjorie  Halderman, 
Mrs.  Pplly  McKean  Bell,  Mrs.  M. 
R.  Chessman. 

Coffee  and  cake  were  served  as 
the  group  talked  over  early  days 
of  Clatsop  county. 


Historical  Group 
To  Discuss  Plans 
For  Fort  Marker 


Walter  Johnson,  president  of  the 
Clatsop  County  Historical  society, 
today  announced  that  a  meeting  of 
the  society’s  members  and  those  of 
local  civic,  fraternal  and  patriotic 
organizations  will  be  held  Friday 


8  p.  m.  in  the  chamber  of  commerce 
to  discuss  plans  for  marking  the 
site  of  Fort  Astoria. 

Johnson  also  said  that  it  had 
been  proposed  to  move  the  marker 
for  the  grave  of  David  McTavish, 
a:  Englishman  who  was  drowned 
while  crossing  the  river  off  Astoria 
in  1814,  to  the  site  of  the  fort. 

He  said  that  the  location  of  the 
actual  grave  of  the  early  resident 
|  of  Fort  Astoria  was  not  known. 

Johnson  will  propose  that  the  site 
j  of  the  fort  at  Fifteenth  and  Ex¬ 
change  be  leveled  and  prepared  as 
a  foundation  for  the  eventual  con¬ 
struction  of  a  replica  of  Fort  Asto¬ 
ria  which  might  be  occupied  by  the 
chamber  of  commerce  tourist  serv¬ 
ice  and  other  agencies. 


Plan  Markers  I 
Of  Historical  j 
Shrines  Here 

An  effort  will  be  made  by  the 
Clatsop  county  chapter,  Oregon 
Historical  society,  to  mark  all 
places  of  historical  interest  in  this  I 
county,  Walter  Johnson,  president 
of  the  county  chapter,  announced 
today. 

Johnson  reported  that  the  so¬ 
ciety  was  also  promoting  the  dis¬ 
playing  of  souvenirs  and  other  pi¬ 
oneer  items.  The  chapter  is  seek¬ 
ing  to  stimulate  interest  in  the 
Memorial  library  fund.  Various  his¬ 
torical  collections  are  to  be  stored 
in  the  museum  section  of  the  li- ! 
brary. 


The  city  of  Astoria  has  a  fine 

collection  of  pioneer  household  ar¬ 
ticles,  including  a  spinning  wheel 
and  delicate  china.  There  are  por¬ 
trait  paintings  of  pioneer  Astorians  ' 
done  by  Chinese  artists  in  China. 
These  artists  painted  the  portraits 
from  photographs  brought  over  by 
■r+p*  -rnwytr-r^—of-sktllng  shlp3. 

In  the  Clatsop  county  courthouse 
is  a  collection  of  relics,  among 
them  a  piece  of  wood  from  the 
hull  of  the  Beaver,  the  Hudson  bay 
company  sidewheeler. 

»  *  * 

Johnson  said  the  county  chapter 

is  conducting  a  membership  cam¬ 
paign.  Individuals  desiring  to  aid 
in  the  program  of  the  society  to 
revive  interest  in  early  history  and 
support  the  Memorial  library,  may 
make  arrangements  to  have  their 
souvenirs  placed  on  display. 

People  in  Wa.rrenton  may  con¬ 
tact  Barbara  Bates,  society  secre¬ 
tary,  at  the  Warrenton  city  hall 
Johnson,  the  president,  is  a  circuit 
court  reporter. 


Astoria,  Oregon,  Friday,  May  7,  1948 
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A  Logical  Method 

The  Clatsop  Historical  society’s  proposal  for  a  half  mill 
tax  levy  to  raise  funds  for  marking  and  preserving  histor¬ 
ical  sites  seems  a  logical  way  to  finance  the  correction  of  our 
past  shameful  neglect  of  these  priceless  assets. 

A  precedent  already  exists  here  for  such  a  levy.  Taking 
advantage  of  the  state  law  permitting  such  levies,  the  1945 
legislature  authorized  a  small  levy  for  converting  Clatsop 
Plains  Pioneer  cemetery  into  a  memorial  park  and  preserv¬ 
ing  it  as  such.  This  program  already  is  attaining  results. 
Money  put  into  it  was  well  invested. 

Clatsop  county  can  afford  a  half  mill  levy  to  raise  $8000 
to  $9000  annually  to  mark  and  preserve  all  our  historic 
sites.  The  money  would  be  returned  many-fold  by  tourists 
who  would  linger  to  see  them  all. 

Many  an  American  community  has  capitalized  on  its 
historic  past.  Williamsburg,  Va.,  is  a  prize  example.  People 
tramp  the  streets  of  that  re-created  colonial  city  to  spend 
many  dollars  looking  over  the  reconstructed  buildings. 

We  can’t  do  anything  on  the  scale  of  Williamsburg,  of 
course,  but  we  can  at  least  take  decent  care  of  Fort  Astoria, 
Fort  Clatsop,  Clatsop  Plains  cemetery,  Shark  rock,  the  Lew¬ 
is  and  Clark  salt  cairn,  and  the  other  spots  our  visitors  want 
to  see. 

By  so  doing  we  can  escape  the  scathing  criticisms  by 
visiting  writers  who  tell  the  United  States,  through  national 
magazines,  about  our  neglect. 

The  Oregon  highway  commission  spends  thousands  of 
dollars  of  public  money  annually  to  put  advertisements  in 
national  magazines  about  Oregon’s  attractions  for  tourists. 
Here  in  Clatsop  county  we  have  so  far  done  our  bit  to  coun¬ 
teract  all  this  advertising  by  enabling  writers  for  national 
magazines  to  .warn  people  away  from  the  broken  glass  at 
the  site  of  Fort  Clatsop  and  other  such  eyesores. 


Fort  Astoria 
Site  Marker 
Is  Studied 

Initiation  of  a  program  for  mark¬ 
ing  and  maintaining  permanently 
the  city  lot  at  15th  and  Exchange 
on  the  site  of  old  Fort  Astoria  is 
scheduled  at  a  meeting  called  for 
next  Friday,  April  30. 

Walter  Johnson,  president  of 
Clatsop  Historical  society  which  is 
heading  the  movement,  said  the 
meeting  is  called  by  George  Cor¬ 
rigan,  Warrenton,  chairman  of 
the  society’s  memorial  committee. 

The  committee  was  formed  fol¬ 
lowing  the  last  city  council  meet¬ 
ing  here  at  which  the  council  gave 
the  groups  interested  in  preserva 
tion  of  the  site  60  days  for  develop¬ 
ing  plans. 

Johnson  appeared  before  the 
chamber  of  commerce  directors’ 
meeting  Friday,  urging  support  of 
all  40,000  Clatsop  county  people  in 
preservation  and  development  of 
historic  monuments  and  markers. 

“We  in  the  historical  society 
want  to  feel  that  we  are  merely  the 
agents  of  40,000  interested  people,’’ 
he  said.  "We  believe  the  historical 
'  markers  are  fully  justified  simply 
by  their  monetary  value  in  luring 
tourists  here,  let  alone  other  con¬ 
siderations.” 

Johnson  said  several  plans  have 
been  suggested  for  suitable  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  15th  and  Exchange 
lot,  including: 

1)  A  concrete  slab  covering  the 
entire  lot,  with  holes  in  it  for 
trees  and  shrubs,  which  would 
avoid  expensive  maintenance  work. 

2)  Establishment  of  a  temporary 
marker  now,  to  be  replaced  later 
by  a  replica  of  the  old  trading 
post  in  concrete  or  other  perma¬ 
nent  material,  whenever  funds  can 
be  obtained. 

3)  Establishment  of  a  park,  with 
lawn,  shrubs,  park  benches  and 
other  park  features. 

4)  Construction  of  a  building  to 
house  relics  and  mementoes  of 
Fort  Astoria. 

Johnson  said  no  plan  has  yet 
been  decided,  but  that  a  decision 
j  may  be  reached  at  the  meeting 
next  Friday. 

Arthur  Dempsie,  chamber  of 
commerce  president,  end  o  r  s  e  d 
Johnson’s  appeal  and  said  he  him 
self  would  represent  the  chamber 
at  the  meeting  Friday. 

“We  need  to  preserve  not  only 
this  location,  but  others  in  our 
county,”  he  said.  “Fort  Clatsop,  for 
instance.  I  myself  have  the  sign 
from  there  and  am  saving  it  until 
a  plan  for  marking  the  spot  is 
evolved.  We  had  to  cut  down  the 
flagpole  there  last  year  before  it 
rotted  so  badly  it  fell  on  someone." 
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Potatoes  with  Jackets,  a  la  Pioneer. 
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OUTLINE  OF  ORIGINAL 
LOCAL  FORTS  SHOWN 
/f  BY  JUDGE  BUCHANAN 


By  J.  A.  BUCHANAN 

Two  years  ago,  when  excavating 
for  the  new  St.  Mary’s  hospital, 
several  sticks  of  timber  which  had 
formed  part  of  the  stockade  of 
Fort  George  were  uncovered  and 
removed.  Since  that  time  I  have 
been  reading  whatever  I  could  find 
on  the  subject,  witli  the  purpose  of 
locating  the  lines,  as  nearly  as  pos¬ 
sible,  of  both  Fort  George  and  Fort 
Astor,  so  the  same  could  be  proper¬ 
ly  marked. 

I  have  in  my  possession  a  copy 
of  the  map  of  Fort  George,  made 
by  Lt.  T.  Saumarez  of  His  British 
Majesty’s  Ship  “Blossom.”  in  1818, 
the  year  the  fort  was  turned  back 
to  the  Americans.  This  map  shows 
that  Fort  George  faced  almost  di¬ 
rectly  north-west,  and  was  256  feet 
north-west  and  south-east,  and  158 
feet  north-east  and  south-west. 
Fort  Astor  (within  the  stockade  of 
Fort  George)  is  indicated  by  dotted 
lines  on  the  map,  facing  in  the  same 
direction,  and  was  70  by  115  feet, 
the  long  way  being  north-east  and 
south-west. 

Here  is  a  fact  that  has  been  gen¬ 
erally  overlooked  by  those  studying 
the  matter:  When  John  Shiveley 


made  his  first  plat  of  Shiveley’s 
Astoria.,  in  1844,  he  left  unplatted 
the  west  half  of  Block  119  (on 
which  St-  Mary’s  hospital  stands) 
and  the  east  half  of  the  block  di¬ 
rectly  west  (118);  also  a.  strip  75 
by  100  feet  on  each  of  the  two 
blocks  directly  south  (114  and  115). 
Nothing  was  platted  north  of  Duane 
street. 

At  the  time  this  plat  was  made 
(1844)  Shiveley  did  not  have  a  pat¬ 
ent  from  the  government,  and  in 
fact  did  not  receive  it  until  several 
years  later.  I  have  been  told  that 
he  figured  the  government  would 
want  to  reserve  the  ground  on 
which  the  fort  was  located,  and 
in  fact  there  could  have  been  no 
other  reason  for  leaving  those  lots 
unplatted.  His  later  plats  included 
those  lots,  and  north  to  Water 
street,  now  Commercial. 

To  my  mind  that  is  positive 
proof  that  Fort  George  was  located 
within  that  unplatted  section,  260 
feet  square.  Beginning  with  the  lo¬ 
cation  of  the  timbers  found  in  the 
excavation  for  the  new  St.  Mary's 
hospital,  and  making  allowance  for  : 


the  variation,  I  drew  the  plan  or 
map  of  Fort  George  within  that  un¬ 
platted  section. 

R-  R.  Carruthcrs  told  me  that  his 
father  found  parts  of  the  stockade 
when  excavating  for  the  basement 
of  the  brick  building  at  638  Ex¬ 
change  street,  and  that  agrees  with 
the  map  I  have  drawn.  That  brick 
house  is  located  on  the  west,  (used 
for  convenience)  corner  of  Fort 
George.  The  lookout  station  and 
flag  pole  were  located  there. 


DRAWING  OF  ASTORIA 
MADE  IN  1815  COMES 
FROM  HISTORY  GROUP 


7  ! 


An  interesting  drawing  of  Fort 
George,  as  the  trading  post  in  As¬ 
toria  was  called  after  its  acquire¬ 
ment  by  the  Hudson  Bay  interests, 
made  by  Lieut.  T.  Saumerset,  of 
the  British  war  vessel  Blossom, 
in  1815  has  been  received  here  by 
Judge  J.  A.  Buchanan,  from  the 
Oregon  Historical  society. 

The  drawiug  shows  that  the  fort 
was  156  by  256  feet  in  dimensions. 

Two  blockhouses  were  erected 
on  alternate  corners  of  the  palis¬ 
ade/each  15  feet  square. 

There  were  gallerys  151  by  7 
feet  along  the  base  of  each  short 
end  of  the  enclosure. 

On  the  southwest  corner  was  a 
lookout  7  feet  square. 

Other  buildings  in  the  enclo¬ 
sure  were,  dwelling  house  and  hos¬ 
pital;  grain  storage  house  17  by 
15;  residence  of  the  principal  mer¬ 
chant  or  factor  56  by  26  inclusive 
of  a  meeting  office  or  conference 
hall. 

A  baker’s  shop  15  by  7. 

An  unfinished  well. 

Courtyard  20  by  25  feet. 

“Gentlemen’s”  dwelling  house 
22  by  18. 

Men’s  mess  house  70  by  25. 

Blacksmith's  shop,  25  by  8. 

An  unfinished  house,  60  by  20, 
for  resident  merchants  aud  gentle¬ 
men. 

Kitchen,  19  by  21. 

Powder  magazine  15  teet 
square. 


Indian  store  22  by  26  feet. 

Fur  bailing  store  28  by  2  6. 

Equipment  store  42  by  26. 

Daily  ration  store  20  by  26. 

Receiving  storo  18  by  26. 

A  poultry  yard,  flagstaff,  coop¬ 
ers  store,  and  house  for  Sandwich 
Islanders. 

The  latter  w  ere  K  a  n  a  k  a  s 
brought  here  by  one  of  the  vessels 
which  picked  up  a  group  on  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  now  known  as 
the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

The  palisades  proper  were  made 
of  fir  piling,  with  12  feet  above 


ground.  They  were  about  six 
inches  in  diameter. 

Buchanan  is  going  to  use  the 
map  in  an  attempt  to  locate  def-  | 
initely  the  boundaries  of  the  old  j 
fort.  It  is  know’ll  to  have  been  j 
located  so  as  to  include  part  of 
the  present  site  of  St.  Mary’s  hos¬ 
pital,  the  old  Pohl  and  Gilbaugh 
mortuary,  the  Service  garage  and 
other  buildings  in  that  vicinity.  j 

Judge  Buchanan  has  also  re- 1 
celved  a  chart  of  the  Columbia 
river  entrance  made  in  1850  by 
Lieut.  W.  C.  McArthur  for  Ihe  U. 
S.  coast  survey. 

One  of  the  interesting  things 
about  the  chart  is  that  it  shows  a 
mean  low  water  depth  of  23  foot 
in  the  north  channel  entrance  to 
the  river  only  five  or  six  feet  less 
than  at  present.  The  most  shal¬ 
low’  spot  in  the  south  channel  was 
given  as  24  feet. 


Restoration  of  Paving  Lines 
At  Old  Fort  Astoria  Wanted 


By  MRS.  AMY  WALKER 
Astorian-Budget  Correspondent 
The  Hon.  John  H.  Smith,  late  As¬ 
toria  attorney,  state  senator,  and  a 
man  who  could  have  been  U.  S.  sen¬ 
ator  or  ambassador  to  Mexico,  was 
walking  down  15th  street  one  day 
several  years  ago  from  his  home  on 
Irving  avenue  when  he  stopped  to 
speak  to  a  crew  of  men  digging  at 
15th  and  Exchange. 

“Look,  Mr.  Smith,”  one  of  the 
men  said,  “What  do  you  suppose 
this  is?”  pointing  to  a  solid  row  of 
posts  buried  several  feet  under 
ground  and  with  the  tops  sticking 
up  in  the  trench. 


“Why,”  said  John,  "that  must  be 
the  posts  of  old  Fort  Astoria.” 

Some  time  later  the  measure¬ 
ments  of  the  fort  were  determined 
and  white  lines  painted  on  the 
pavement  to  show  the  passerby 
where  Fort  Astoria  had  stood,  and 
on  the  nearby  corner  lot  was  a  sign 
board  with  plan  of  the  fort  and  de¬ 
scriptions. 

I  have  missed  the  paving  outlines 
of  late  and  wondered  why  they 
were  not  renewed,  lad  often  stood 
there  and  thought  of  early-day 
events. 

CONCERNS  BOTH  SHORES 

The  history  of  the  north  shore  of 
the  Columbia  river  has  even  been 
linked  with  that  of  Astoria  and 
early-day  events  concerned  both 
shores. 

A  romantic  and  interesting  event 
took  place  on  July  20,  1814,  when 
the  first  marriage  on  the  Columbia 
took  place  at  Astoria,  with  the  In¬ 
dian  princess  daughter  of  Chi'-jf 
Concomly,  of  the  Chinooks,  wed¬ 
ding  Duncan  McDougal,  partner  of 
the  Astor  company. 

The  best  horse  of  the  post  was  in 
waiting  for  the  princess  as  she, 
the  chief  and  the  royal  family  j 
landed  from  their  canoes,  and  pro 
ceeded  to  the  scene  of  the  marriage 
ceremony,  presumably  at  Fort  As¬ 
toria. 


On  August  20,  the  same  year, 
1814,  the  British  sloop  of  war,  Ra¬ 
coon,  crossed  the  bar  and  took  pos¬ 
session  of  the  post  on  December  12, 
hauling  down  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
and  running  up  the  British  flag. 

The  partners  had  heard  that  the 
United  States  was  at  war  with  Eng¬ 
land,  and  McDougal  had  put 
through  a  deal  of  sale  of  the  com-  j 
pany  to  the  Northwest  Fur  com-  1 
pany,  a  British  organization.  Over 
$100,000  in  furs  were  placed  away 
in  safety  before  turning  the  post 
over  to  the  British  company.  The 
name  of  the  fort  was  changed  from 
Astoria  to  Fort  George.  McDougal 
soon  left  for  parts  unknown,  desert¬ 
ing  his  Indian  bride. 

OCCUPY  OREGON  COUNTRY 
At  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  in  1818 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  war  of  1812, 
England  and  the  United  States  were 
to  occupy  jointly  the  Oregon  coun¬ 
try,  but  a  provision  of  the  settle¬ 
ment  was  also  that  all  property 
seized  by  the  British  during  the 
war  was  to  be  returned  to  the  | 
Americans.  This  gave  the  U.  S. 
undisputed  right  to  Astoria. 

If  Capt.  Black  of  the  Racoon 
had  not  taken  possession  of  the 
fort  and  put  up  the  British  flag,  As¬ 
toria  would  have  remained  under 
joint  occupation  until  1846  when 
the  boundary  was  finally  settled. 
Therefore,  Fort  George  played  a 
most  important  part  in  the  history 
of  the  United  States  and  for  this 
reason  alone  should  be  preserved. 

Another  chapter  in  Astoria’s  his¬ 
tory  has  to  do  with  the  birth  of 
a  boy  in  February,  1824,  the  son, of  . 
Archibald  McDonald  and  the  young¬ 
est  daughter  of  Chief  Concomly 
Princess  Raven,  who  changed  her 
name  to  Princess  Sunday  after  her 


The  tiny  babe  was  descended 
from  a  long  line  of  Chinook  chief¬ 
tains  and  an  equally  long  line  of 
Scottish  kings.  The  young  wife 
died  within  a  few  days  and  the  boy 
was  taken  to  Concomly’s  home,  now 
Fort  Columbia  on  the  Washington 
shore,  for  nursing.  Later  his  fa¬ 
ther  remarried  a  white  woman  and 
’■.ctle  Ranold  McDonald  went  to 
live  with  his  father  and  his  new 
mother,  the  only  mother  he  ever 
knew. 

SEES  WORLD 

Ranold  did  not  realize  his  Indian 
blood  until  many  years  later,  and 
could  not  understand  the  wild 
surges  of  his  nature,  which  made 
him  so  different  from  his  half  j 
brothers  and  sisters.  When  a  young 
man,  Ranold  McDonald  set  out  to 
see  the  world,  having  in  the  back 
of  his  head  the  tales  of  three  Jap 
anese  castaways  and  the  realiza¬ 
tion  that  with  his  slanting  eyes  and 
bronze  skin  he  looked  not  unlike 
the  Japanese,  a  sealed  book  to  the 

rest  of  the  world. 

After  harrowing  experiences  at 
sea,  Ranold  Carried  out  a  well-made 
plan  and  buying  a  small  boat  from 
the  captain  of  his  ship  and  putting 
in  food,  pistols  and  clothing,  he 
cast  adrift  from  the  ship  close  to 
the  Japan  shore  and  in  due  time 
overturned  his  boat  himself  and 
was  rescued,  all  as  he  had  planned. 
He  was  now  inside  Japan,  in  1849, 
several  years  before  Perry,  who  in 
1853  succeeded  in  opening  the  ports 
of  Japan  to  commerce. 

McDonald  taught  several  Japan 
ese  the  English  language  and  these 
very  men  became  interpreters  for 
the  Perry  party.  So  the  little  baby 
born  in  old  Fort  George  in  1824  was 
the  first  white  man  to  enter  Japan. 

Two  entire  books  have  been  writ¬ 
ten  about  Ranold  McDonald.  One, 
“McDonald  of  Oregon”  by  Eva  I 
Emery  Dye,  is  written  in  vivid 
fashion  but  may  be  considered  as 
not  adhering  to  all  the  facts,  but  is 
given  to  some  romancing.  However, 
Mrs.  Dye  knew  Ranold  McDonald 
personally  and  wrote  her  book  at 
his  request,  so  it  must  have  suited 
him  as  to  the  main  facts.  Th'e  oth¬ 
er  book  of  Ranold  McDonald’s  life, 
is  "Ranold  MacDonald,  Adventur¬ 
er,”  written  by  M.  Leona  Nichols 
in  1940,  and  is  considered  to  have 
every  statement  verified. 

BOOK  IN  VICTORIA 

Mrs.  Nichols  spent  much  time  in 
research  and  had  access  to  Mc¬ 
Donald’s  own  diary  and  to  many 
letters  and  material  in  the  Provin- 
cial  library  at  Victoria,  B.  C.  The 

basis  of  her  work  was  Ranold  Mac¬ 
Donald’s  manuscript,  “Japan,  Story 
of  Adventure”  1857  revision,  now 
in  possession  of  the  Provincial  li¬ 
brary  at  Victoria. 

The  book  “Chinook-by-the-Sea” 
by  Lewis  R.  Williams,  native  of  Chi¬ 
nook  and  now  a  history  teacher  at 
Kelso,  sets  forth  the  early  facts  of 
the  discovery  and  settlement  of 
tfye  lower  Columbia  river  country, 
as  well  as  "Astoria”  by  Washington 
Irving  and  an  early  book  by  Gabriel 
Franchere,  a  Frenchman  who  was 
one  of  the  clerks  of  John  Jacob  As- 
tor’s  Pacific  Fur  company  entitled 
“Narrative  of  a  Voyage  to  the 
Northwest  Coast  of  America  in  the 
Years  1811-1814  or  the  First  Amer¬ 
ican  Settlement  on  the  Pacific," 
printed  in  the  French  language  in 
1819  and  in  English  in  1854  includes 
a  picture  of  Fort  Astoria  1813.  The 
original  drawing  is  owned  by  the 
Oregon  Historical  society. 
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YOU  are  invited 


To  participate  with  us  in  celebrating 
the  old  Oregon  Country’ s 
T erritorial  Centennial . 


- f - 

The  old  Oregon  Territory  as  outlined  by 
Congress  in  1848  included  the  present  states 
of  Oregon,  Washington  and  Idaho,  western 
Montana  and  Wyoming. 

Oregon  has  taken  the  lead  in  celebrating 
the  establishment  of  Oregon  Territory,  but 
that  does  not  mean  that  the  celebration  is 
exclusively  Oregon’s. 

Governor  John  H.  Hall  of  Oregon  has 
invited  the  governors  of  Washington,  Idaho, 
Montana  and  Wyoming  to  participate  with 
Oregon  in  celebrating  this  important  event 
in  the  history  of  the  United  States. 

All  of  our  publications  deal  fairly  with 
every  section  of  the  old  Oregon  territory. 
A  four-color  map  of  the  original  Oregon 
Territory  gives  detailed  information  on  old 
trails,  forts,  streams,  mountains,  towns  and 
cities. 

The  Post-Office  Department  will  issue  a 
special  Territorial  stamp  in  honor  of  the 
occasion.  Celebrations  throughout  the  old 
Oregon  Territory  will  stress  the  Centennial 
theme. 

- - f - 

IT  HAPPENS  BUT  ONCE 
IN  A  HUNDRED  YEARS  — 
AND  THIS  IS  THE  YEAR 


Picture  of  Oregon  State  capitol  on  front  page, 
courtesy  Oregon  State  Highway  Commission. 
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Events  leading  up  to  its  admission  into  the  Union 
as  a  Territory. 

THE  Y’EAR  1848  was  a  momentous  one  in  the  history 
of  America.  It  saw  the  admission  of  the  “Oregon  Country”, 
a  grand  domain  of  over  300,000  square  miles,  as  a  Terri¬ 
tory  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  history  of  the  old  “Oregon  Country”  unfolds  like 
the  pages  of  a  fairy-book  story.  In  its  actuality  it  is  more 
interesting  and  gripping  than  any  fiction  ever  written. 

The  very  name  “Oregon”  is  shrouded  in  mystery.  Many 
versions  have  been  offered  but  none  accepted  as  final.  Cap¬ 
tain  Jonathan  Carver  used  it  in  print  in  1778.  He  first 
heard  it  in  1766  from  Indians  living  along  the  headwaters 
of  the  Mississippi  river.  They  spoke  of  “The  Oregon,  the 
River  of  the  West,”  flowing  into  the  Pacific  Ocean  in 
Northwestern  America. 

The  poet  Bryant  uses  it  in  his  immortal  Thanatopsis 
wherein  he  writes:  “Where  rolls  the  Oregon  and  hears  no 
sound  save  his  own  dashings.” 

HARDY,  ADVENTUROUS  NAVIGATORS  who 

early  plied  the  uncharted  waters  of  the  vast  Pacific,  looked 
in  vain  for  a  Northwest  passage  across  North  America  and 
for  the  “Oregon,  the  River  of  the  West.”  Heceta  and  Perez, 
the  Spaniards;  Mears  and  Vancouver,  the  English  naviga¬ 
tors,  sailed  past  the  mouth  of  the  “Oregon”  but  lacked  the 
vision  or  courage  to  enter  it. 

It  remained  for  Captain  Robert  Gray,  the  American 
navigator,  to  prove  that  the  stream  did  exist.  He  sailed  up 


Oregon  Territory  as  created  in  1848 


Archeologist  Begins  Digging 
For  Actual  Ft.  Clatsop  Site 


Preliminary  diggings  were  started 
Friday  morning  by  Louis  Caywood 
archeologist  of  the  national  park 
service,  in  the  project  of  locating 
the  missing  Fort  Clatsop. 

Caywood  has  dug  down  about  two 
feet  at  a  place  a  few  yards  north 
of  the  present  fort  site  marker.  He 
said  that  he  had  encountered  an 
unusual  amount  of  charcoal.  The 
layer  extended  fairly  deep. 

Whether  the  charcoal  is  from 
the  old  Shane  house  which  stood 
nearby  or  remains  of  the  old  fort 
cannot  possibly  be  determined  yet. 
However,  Caywood  said  that  this 
find  is  as  yet  no  real  evidence. 

Caywood  intends  to  dig  a  long 
trench  to  see  if  the  charcoal  layet 
continues.  It  is  also  possible  that 
in  so  doing,  a  portion  of  the  burned 
wall  of  the  old  fort  may  be  uncov¬ 
ered. 

SKEPTICAL  OF  DETECTOR 

Whether  the  use  of  mine^ietectors 
will  uncover  any  evidence  in  regard 
to  the  fort’s  location  is  difficult  to 
determine,  Caywood  stated.  It  is 
certain  that  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
party  was  traveling  light  since 
their  expedition  was  overland. 

Therefore,  it  would  seem  certain 
that  they  carried  little  heavy  iron 
equipment  with  them.  If  they  did, 
chances  are  slim  that  they  would 
leave  any  of  it  behind  which  might 
be  found  by  the  mine  detectors. 

The  old,  faded  picture  which  is 
one  of  the  clues  in  the  case  may 
yet  prove  to  be  of  some  assistance 
to  the  fort  sleuths.  It  is  believed 
that  someone  may  be  able  to  iden- 
fy  the  house  in  the  photo  with  one 
of  the  houses  mentioned  in  the 
1856  government  survey  of  the  re 
gion. 

Walter  Johnson,  president  of  the 
Clatsop  County  Historical  society, 
said  that  Caywood  attended  the  so¬ 
ciety’s  meeting  this  week  and 
praised  them  for  the  interest  and 
work  in  search  of  the  fort  site. 

Lancaster  Pollard,  president  of 


the  State  Historical  society,  also 
attended  the  meeting  and  stated 
that  the  activities  of  the  local  or¬ 
ganization  has  placed  it  among 
the  top  three  historical  societies  in 
the  state. 

Johnson  also  announced  that  Cay 
wood  has  consented  to  do  some 
work  at  Fort  Astoria  when  the 
Fort  Clatsop  project  has  been  com¬ 
pleted. 

Any  local  citizen  who  wants  to 
be  a  volunteer  archeologist  will 
be  welcomed  to  help  Caywood  dig 
!  at  Fort  Clatsop  during  the  com- 
|  ing  week.  Pollard  told  the  cham¬ 
ber  of  commerce  directors  at  their 
weekly  meeting  Friday  noon. 

DIG  EACH  DAY 

Pollard  said  digging  will  begin 
at  8:30  each  day,  including  Sun¬ 
day,  and  that  volunteers  are  need¬ 
ed  so  that  the  maximum  amount 
of  work  can  be  done  during  the 
limited  time  Caywood  can  be  here. 

I  Pollard  said  a  moving  picture 
company  in  Hollywood  has  indicat¬ 
ed  an  intention  of  making  a  film 
based  on  the  Lewis  and  Clark  ex¬ 
pedition  and  that,  if  the  site  is 
I  definitely  determined,  this  com¬ 
pany  may  erect  a  replica  of  Fort 
Clatsop  for  use  in  the  picture.  This 
replica  could  be  preserved  as  a 
j  marker,  he  said 

Pollard  appealed  to  the  chamber 
|  for  support  for  the  Clatsop  His- 
!  torical  society.  He  said  Oregon  is 
I  just  waking  up  to  the  value  of  its 
historical  assets. 

The  Astoria  area  is  the  cradle 
of  American  history  on  the  north¬ 
west  coast,  Pollard  declared.  He 
pointed  out  that  history  began 
here  sooner  than  at  any  point  west 
of  the  Mississippi. 

In  1901,  Pollard  said,  the  Ore- 

■n  Historical  society  sent  a  party 
of  men  here  to  locate  Fort  Clat¬ 
sop  s  site  and  they  accomplished 
the  job.  Information  they  gath- 
i  ered  may  be  useful  in  relocating 
the  spot,  he  said. 


Fort  Astoria  Job  to  Start 
Says  Historical  Society 


The  Clatsop  County  Historical 
society  will  get  underway  with  its  j 
plan  to  develop  the  site  of  Fort 
Astoria  Monday. 

Dr.  Walter  Hay,  in  charge  of  the  1 
■Fort,  Asoria  project,  s_id  that  all 

!  service  clubs  in  Astoria  are  being 
J  contacted  to  get  volunteer  work 
ers. 

The  development  plan  calls  for  ! 
clearing  the  site  at  15th  and  Ex-  j 
charge  streets  and  erecting  suit¬ 
able  permanent  markers  on  the! 
historic  site. 


Work  'ill  begin  Monday  after¬ 
noon.  Services  of  a  bu’ldozer  have 
been  donated  by  Byers  Brothers 
Construction  company.  The  entire 
lot  will  be  cleared  and  leveled, 
and  the  retaining  wall  on  the  Ex¬ 
change  street  side  will  be  removed. 

Volunteer  workers  are  being  re 
cruited  to  help  remove  excess  dirt 
in  connection  with  the  bulldozing 
and  to  clear  spots  which  cannot 
be  reacucd  by  the  bulldozer. 

The  society  hopes  to  have  the 
project  completed  by  the  first  part 
of  Augist. 


Fresh  Clues 
To  Fort  Site 
Are  Sought 


Possible  new  clues  have  entered 


in  the  case  of  the  missing  fort. 
Walter  Johnson,  president  of  the 


Clatsop  County  Historical  society, 
reports  that  he  has  information 
about  a  second  photograph  which 
might  furnish  information  leading 
to  the,  location  of  the  original  site  of 
Lewis  and  Clark’s  old  Fort  Clatsop. 

The  photo  was  taken  at  a  picnic 
held  by  the  Redman  lodge  in  the 
fort  site  area  in  1911.  Johnson  be¬ 
lieves  that  there  may  possibly  be 
some  sort  of  indication  of  the  site 
in  the  photo. 

Still  another  clue  may  exist.  Lan¬ 
caster  Pollard,  president  of  the  Ore¬ 
gon  Historical  society,  told  John¬ 
son  Saturday  that  he  believes  that 
he  has  some  records  that  might 
show  the  location  of  the  fort.  Pol 
lard  said  that  he.  would  forward 
these  records  to  the  local  histori¬ 
cal  society. 

Meanwhile,  Harold  Harper  of  the 
county-etate  forestry  department  re¬ 
ports  that  searchers  of  that  depart¬ 
ment  are  devoting  as  much  time  as 
possible  to  completing  the  map  of 
the.  area  as  it  was  in  the  1850’s, 
based  on  the  Trutch  survey,  and 
marking  of  sites  of  buildings  men¬ 


tioned  in  the  survey. 

He  also  said  that  C.  W.  Hoke 
of  the  department  is  trying  to  con¬ 
tact  old-timers  in  the  area  in  hopes 
that  some  of  them  can  provide  some 
authentic  information  about  the 
fort’s  location.  Hamper  added  that 
the  fort  sleuths  would  welcome  any- 
information  concerning  the  case 
which  anyone  can  offer. 

Louis  Kaywood,  archeologist  of 
the  National  Park  service,  has  again 
assured  the  searchers  that  he  is 
ready  to  come  here  from  his  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  headquarters  and  be¬ 
gin  work  as  soon  as  they  loca  e 
what  they  believe  to  be  the  site.  Mr 
Kaywood  recently  helped  locate,  the 
old  Fort  Vancouver. 
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its  course  for  several  miles  in  1792  and  named  it  “Colum- 
ma  in  honor  of  his  staunch  little  ship  that  first  carried 
the  American  flag  around  the  world. 

THE  BIRTH  OF  AN  IDEA — With  Captain  Cook,  the 
English  navigator,  on  his  expedition  to  the  Northwest 
coast  in  1776,  was  John  Ledyard,  an  American  adventurer, 
a  corporal  of  Marines.  He  explored  some  of  the  small 
northwest  islands  when  an  IDEA  was  born  in  his  mind 
that  changed  the  history  of  North  America.  In  1784, 
Ledyard  met  Thomas  Jefferson  in  Paris  and  sold  him  on 
the  idea  of  extending  American  settlements  to  the  far 
Pacific  coast.  When  Jefferson  became  president  of  the 
United  States,  he  did  not  forget  Ledyard  and  his  idea. 

In  1803,  the  United  States  of  America  acquired  the 
Louisiana  Territory  by  purchase  from  France.  That  terri¬ 
tory  extended  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tains  and  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  Canadian  border. 
The  cost  of  that  vast  domain  was  around  four  cents  an 
acre,  an  outstanding  real  estate  deal. 

LEWIS  AND  CLARK — In  1804,  President  Jefferson 
sent  Captains  Meriwether  Lewis  and  William  Clark  with  a 
small  party  to  explore  the  country  lying  between  the  Miss¬ 
issippi  river  and  the  Pacific  coast.  Lewis  and  Clark  fol¬ 
lowed  the  Missouri  river  to  its  source,  thence  across  the 
Bitterroot  Range  to  the  Clearwater  and  Snake  rivers  in  the 
present  Idaho.  Down  the  Clearwater  and  Snake  rivers  they 
paddled  to  the  mighty  Columbia  and  thence  on  down  to  its 
mouth,  where  they  made  winter  camp  near  the  present 
Astoria  and  called  it  Fort  Clatsop.  There  they  spent  the 
winter  of  1805-6.  In  the  spring  of  1806,  they  returned  to 
St.  Louis  bearing  a  stirring  story  of  their  journey,  which 
fired  the  imagination  of  the  entire  country.  As  they  ascend¬ 
ed  the  Columbia,  Clark  paddled  up  a  stream  which  he 
named  “Multnomah.”  We  call  it  the  Willamette. 

JOHN  JACOB  ASTOR  EXPEDITIONS— When  John 
Jacob  Astor  read  the  report  of  Lewis  and  Clark  he  formed 
the  Pacific  Fur  Company  and  sent  out  two  expeditions, 
one  by  land  and  one  by  sea  to  found  a  fur-trading  post  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia. 

The  sea  expedition,  the  ship  Tonquin,  Captain  Jonathan 
Thorn,  arrived  early  in  1811  and  established  a  crude  fort 
which  they  named  Astoria. 

The  land  expedition  under  Wilson  Price  Hunt  blazed 
the  western  end  of  the  Old  Oregon  Trail  and  arrived  at 
Astoria  early  in  1812,  after  unbelievable  hardships.  Other 
trading  posts  were  established  on  the  upper  Columbia  and 
tributary  streams. 

ASTORIA  FLIES  THE  BRITISH  FLAG — Then 
came  the  War  of  1812-14  between 
England  and  the  United  States, 
and  Astoria  was  sold  by  Astor’s 
partners  to  the  North  West 
Company  and  re-christened  Fort 
George.  In  1818,  Astoria  was  re¬ 
stored  to  the  United  States  and 
the  Stars  and  Stripes  again  flew 
over  its  ramparts. 


HALL  J.  KELLY — Now  into  the  picture  comes  Hall  J. 
Kelly,  Oregon’s  first  publicity  man.  He  was  a  Boston 
school  teacher  who  became  interested  in  the  Oregon  Coun¬ 
try.  He  wrote  voluminously  about  it  and  finally  visited  it 
in  1834.  He  arrived  at  Fort  Vancouver  late  in  the  year  in 
company  with  Ewing  Young  and  a  small  party.  He  made 
some  surveys  of  the  Columbia  River  and  Puget  Sound 
before  returning  to  his  home.  His  work  for  Oregon  was 
far-reaching.  His  was  a  labor  of  love,  continuing  until 
the  time  of  his  death  at  the  age  of  eighty-three. 

FORT  VANCOUVER— In  1821,  the  North  West  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company  united  under  the 
latter  name.  In  1825,  Dr.  John  McLoughlin  established 
Fort  Vancouver  at  the  site  of  the  present  Vancouver,  Wash. 
For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  this  was  the  fur 
capital  of  the  Oregon  Country,  with  Dr.  McLoughlin  as  its 
Chief  Factor.  Its  history  is  colorful  and  its  restoration 
should  be  consummated. 

NATHANIEL  WYETH — Looming  large  in  the  history 
of  the  old  Oregon  Country  was  Nathaniel  Wyeth,  the 
Boston  trader.  He  had  in  mind  the  establishment  of  a 
trading  post  somewhere  on  the  Columbia.  He  came  out  in 
1832  and  with  him  was  John  Ball,  the  first  school  teacher 
in  the  Oregon  Country.  Wyeth  waited  several  months  at 
Fort  Vancouver  for  his  ship,  the  Sultana,  to  show  up  but 
it  never  did,  so  he  returned  to  Boston  in  1833  and,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  headed  another  expedition  westward.  He 
established  Fort  Hall  on  the  Snake  River,  near  the  present 
Pocatello,  Idaho,  then  proceeded  on  to  the  Columbia, 
building  Fort  William  on  Wapato  (Sauvie)  Island.  He 
laid  out  a  town  and  envisioned  a  great  metropolis  in  the 
wilderness,  but  he  soon  found  out  that  he  could  not  combat 
the  powerful  Hudson’s  Bay  Company  so  sold  out  to  his 
rival  in  1837. 

SOLDIERS  OF  THE  CROSS — Following  close  on  the 
heels  of  the  explorer  and  trader  came  the  missionary.  First 
on  the  scene,  bearing  the  Cross,  was  Jason  Lee  who  found¬ 
ed  the  Methodist  Mission  on  the  Willamette  river  a  few 
miles  north  of  the  present  Salem,  Oregon.  He  accom¬ 
panied  Wyeth  on  his  second  trip  in  1834.  Later  on,  Lee 
moved  his  Mission  to  Chemeketa  (Salem)  and  established 
an  Indian  Manual  Training  school.  Out  of  these  efforts 
finally  emerged  the  present  Willamette  University. 

In  1836,  came  Dr.  Marcus  Whitman  and  his  bride  Nar- 
cissa,  Henry  Spalding  and  his  wife  Ebza,  and  William 
Gray.  The  Spaldings  founded  a  mission  among  the  Nez 
Perces  on  the  Clearwater,  near  the  present  Lewiston, 
Idaho.  Whitman  established  his  mission  among  the  Cay- 
uses  on  the  Walla  Walla  river,  a  few  miles  from  the  pres¬ 
ent  city  of  Walla  Walla,  Washington.  Whitman  made  his 
celebrated  ride  across  the  continent  in  the  winter  of  1842-3 
to  save  his  mission  and  to  interest  Congress  in  the  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  the  Oregon  Country.  He  returned  with  the  “Great 
Migration”  of  1843,  serving  efficiently  as  guide  and  phy¬ 
sician. 
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Mine  Detector  Will  Be  Used 
To  Hunt  Site  of  Ft.  Clatsop 


By  TONY  PRANGER 
Astorian-Budget  Staff  Writer 

A  mine  detector  will  be  used  in 
the  new  search  for  the  site  of  Lew¬ 
is  and  Clark's  Fort  Clatsop. 

The  detector  will  be  the  latest 
scientific  tool  to  be  used  in  a 
search  which  already  has  devel¬ 
oped  the  intricacy  of  a  jigsaw  puz¬ 
zle  and  the  excitement  of  a  detec¬ 
tive  ^tory. 

SMITHY  HUNTED 


of  iron  or  steel  objects  below  the 
surface  of  the  ground.  A  hand 
forged  spike  was  bulldozed  from  the 
ground  when  the  road  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  Fort  Clatsop  marker  was  being 
built. 

No  record  was  made  of  the  exact 
spot  where  the  spike  was  turned  up. 
Searchers  believe,  however,  that  the 
spike  may  date  from  the  original 
fort,  bolstering  the  theory  that  a 
blackmith  shop  existed. 


Walter  Johnson,  president  of  the  !  CLUES  ARE  FEW 
county  historical  society  and  chief  .  Clues  in  the  Case  of  the  Missing 
sleuth  in  the  puzzling  hunt,  hopes  Fort  are  few  and  somewhat  vague, 
that  the  wartime  detection  device  ,  But  they-offer  exciting  possibilities 
will  show  the  location  of  a  black-  !  to  the  historical  society  members 
smith  shop  which,  he  believes,  was  and  the  state  and  county  foresters 
located  in  the  fort  in  1805.  j  who  are  leading  the  hunt. 

It  is  known  that  a  blacksmith  The  supply  of  working  facts  is 
was  among  the  members  of  thejsiim  enough  to  tax  even  Sherlock 
Lewis  ana  Clark  party  and,  John  i  Holmes’  powers  of  detection.  There’s 
son  reasons,  it’s  quite  probable  that  j  an  old  ohotograph,  a  meager  supply 
he  set  up  an  iron-working  shop  in  Df  hearsay  information,  surveyors’ 
the  stockade  to  handle  repairs  for  j  notes  dating  from  1856  and,  of 
the  camp.  !  course,  the  log  of  the  Lewis  and 

Mine  detectors  show  the  presence  |  Clark  expedition. 

-  50  FEET  SQUARE 


Historic  Locations 
Discussed  at  Lions 

Walter  Johnson,  Astoria,  of  the 
Clatsop  County  Historical  society, 
discussed  points  of  interest  per¬ 
taining  to  early  explorations  and 
settlements  in  the  county  at  a 
regular  dinner  meeting  of  the  Sea¬ 
side  Lions  club  at  the  North  Prom 
hctel  Wednesday  evening. 

Other  guests  were  R.  F.  Denbo, 
Chamber  of  Commerce  manager, 
who  spoke  on  ticket  sales  for  the  , 
Miss  Oregon  pageant  July  23-25,  | 
and  Lawrence  Elliott.  Dave  Scog¬ 
gins  was  appointed  chairman  ol 
the  committee  to  handle  toe  ticket 
sales.  The  club  had  previously 
agreed  to  sponsor  sale  of  the 
tickets. 


The  log  describes  the  fort  as 
"about  50  feet  square,  having  an 1 
open  space  in  the  center,  the  sides 
being  divided  into  compartments.  It ! 
was  constructed  of  split  spruce  or  j 
fir  planks  about  10  feet  long,  two 
feet  wide  and  one  and  one-half  | 
inches  thick.” 

The  fort  was  finished  December 
30,  1805,  and  abandoned  to  the  In¬ 
dians  when  the  party  began  its 
eastward  joui’ney  March  23,  1806.  It 
was  burned  by  Indians  about  two 
years  later,  according  to  legends  of 
j  the  Clatsop  tribe. 

|  GUESS  WORK 

Everyone  agrees  that  the  pres¬ 
ent  fort  marker  was  located  by 
guess,  and  that  the  actual  site  may 
be  a  quarter-mile  or  more  away. 
Lewis  and  Clark  left  only  a  rough 
description  of  the  location  in  a  log  i 
entry  for  December  7,  1805: 

"We  ascended  the  Netul  (now  the  ' 
Lewis  and  Clark  river)  foi  three 
miles  to  the  first  point  of  highland 
on  its  western  bank  and  formed  our 
camp  in  thick  growth  of  pines  about 
200  yards  frrru  the  water.” 

The  fort  sleuths’  second  clue  is 
a  photograph  of  unknown  age  and 
dubious  authenticity.  The  best  guess 
is  that  it  was  taken  in  the  late 
1880's. 

The  faded  picture  shows  a  group 
of  men,  clad  in  their  high  collared 
|  Sunday  best,  who  have  stationed 
themselves  to  iorm  an  extended  rec¬ 
tangle  in  a  la-;. J  '•leering-.  An-aa* 
cient  house  and  barn  stand  in  the 
background. 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Marxen,  who  found  the 
photograph  among  her  father’s  ef¬ 
fects,  is  certain  that  it  was  taken 
at  the  Fort  Clatsop  site.  And  the 
fact  that  the  men  stand  in  a  50- 
foot  rectangle  seems  to  mean  that 
they  are  outlining  the  original  stock¬ 
ade.  _ _ _ i. 


HOPE  FIND  HOUSE 

Seaehers  hope  to  find  evidence 
that  the  nouse  in  the  background 
Is  one  Oi  the  buildings  mentioned  in 
government  surveyors’  notes  dating 
from  1856.  The  notes,  a  copy  of 
which  are  on  file  at  the  courthouse, 
are  Clue  No.  3. 

The  surveyors,  Joseph  W.  and 
John  Trutch,  didn’t  stop  to  find  the 
exact  location  of  the  old  fort,  but 
they  did  record  the  exact  location 
of  three  houses  in  the  immediate 
vicinity. 

Harold  Harper,  Charles  Henrys 
and  C.  W.  Hoke  of  the  county-state 
forestry  office  here  have  retracted 
the  old  survey  and  have  driven 
marked  stakes  at  the  sites  of  two 
|  of  the  houses. 

MAP  IS  MADE 

"The  deeper  you  go  into  this 
thing,  the  more  interesting  it  gets,” 
says  Harper,  who  has  prepared  a 
detailed  map  of  the  old  survey.  The 
map  shows  the  three  houses,  which 
I  presumably  had  been  built  in  the 
ready-made  clearing  left  by  the 
!  Lewis  and  Clark  party. 

An  archaologist  from  the  national 
|  park  service  has  promised  to  come 
here  and  dig  for  evidence  which 
would  verify  the  exact  site.  John 
son  has  announced. 

But  local  searchers,  with  their 
mine  detector  and  scattered  clues, 
must  first  find  the  spot  where  dig¬ 
ging  should  begin. 

Only  the  first  chapter  of  the  de 
tective  story  has  been  written.  _ 


Fort  Clatsop 
Cherry  Trees 
Growing  in  Texas 

LEWIS  AND  CLARK  (Special)  — 
Cherry  trees  from  the  famous  Fort 
Clatsop  cherry  orchard  may  be 
casting  a  shade  over  the  yard  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  Carrathers, 
Dalles.  Tex.,  in  a  few  years.  The 
Carrathers  said  that  the  four  small 
seedling  cherry  trees  which  Car¬ 
rathers  dug  up  while  looking  over  j 
the  site  of  the  old  fort  last  summer 
and  planted  in  the  yard  upon  their 
return  home  from  a  trip  to  Oregon 
have  taken  root  and  are  growing 
well. 

While  on  a  tour  of  the  west,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Carrathers  called  on  for¬ 
mer  acquaintances  here  and  were 
iken  to  Fort  Clatsop,  not  without 


some  misgiving  on  the  part  of  the 
local  party  accompanying  them,  for 
the  fort  site  was  then  nothing  more 
than  an  overgrown  bramble  patch. 
Wild  roses,  blackberries,  ferns  and 


crabapple  making  it  difficult  to 
even  find  the  flat' marker  placed 
there  some  years  ago. 

Carrathers.  however,  did  get  the 
little  cherry  trpes,  which  were  very 
carefully  dug  up,  packed  and  trans¬ 
ported  to  Texas. 


On  November  29,  1847,  the  Cayuses  struck  the  Mission 
and  killed  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Whitman  and  eleven  other  adults 
and  carried  into  captivity  forty-six  women  and  children. 
Peter  Skene  Ogden  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company,  set  out 
for  Fort  Walla  Walla  with  goods  to  ransom  the  captives. 
On  his  orders  the  Indians  returned  the  captives  to  the 
Fort  and  received  goods  in  exchange.  The  captives  were 
brought  down  the  river  and  delivered  safely  in  Oregon 
City.  Whitman  College;  Whitman  County,  Washington; 
and  a  National  Forest  perpetuate  the  Whitman  name. 

CAYUSE  INDIAN  WAR — The  Whitman  massacre 
stirred  resentment  against  the  Cayuses  and  the  war  against 
them  started  in  1848.  It  was  fought  by  volunteers  who 
furnished  their  own  equipment,  mounts  and  food,  with  a 
little  help  from  the  Provisional  Government.  Fort  Waters 
was  built  on  the  site  of  the  W’hitman  Mission  in  March 
1848.  There  a  council  was  held  with  the  Cayuse  and  Nez 
Perce  Indians,  with  the  latter  tribe  agreeing  to  stay  at 
peace  with  their  white  brothers.  On  July  13,  1848,  Gov¬ 
ernor  Abernethy  issued  a  proclamation  declaring  Cayuse 
Indian  lands  forfeited  and  open  for  settlement.  Five  Cay¬ 
use  leaders  were  hanged  at  Oregon  City,  June  3,  1850,  with 
Joe  Meek,  U.  S.  Marshal,  officiating.  The  Cayuse  Indian 
War  was  over — The  Whitmans  had  been  avenged. 

Other  tribes  rose  in  revolt,  the  Rogues,  Yakimas,  Mo- 
docs,  Nez  Perce  and  Shoshones  to  plague  the  white  settlers 
over  a  period  of  thirty  years. 

THE  BLACK  ROBES  CAME — Catholic  Missionaries 
were  not  far  behind  their  Protestant  brothers.  Fathers 
Blanchet  and  Demers  arrived  in  the  Oregon  Country  via 
the  Columbia  River  in  1838.  On  January  6,  1839,  they 
established  the  Mission  of  St.  Paul  at  the  present  town  of 
that  name.  Other  missions  were  established  in  the  present 
Washington  and  Idaho  in  quick  succession.  In  1846,  a 
brick  church  was  erected  at  St.  Paul,  the  first  of  its  kind 
in  the  Oregon  Country.  This  historic  structure  is  still  in 
use  as  a  church.  One  hundred  years  ago  St.  Peter’s  Ca¬ 
tholic  Mission  was  established  at  The  Dalles.  The  most 
famous  of  the  Catholic  missionaires  was  Peter  John  De- 
Smet  whose  labors  carried  him  to  the  many  Indian  tribes 
of  the  northwest,  who  held  him  in  high  esteem. 


THE  OREGON  COUNTRY  WAS  GROWING.  Set¬ 
tlers  were  drifting  in  by  land  and  sea  in  small  numbers. 
The  Oregon  Country  was  held  in  Joint  Occupancy  with 
Great  Britain,  which  could  be  abrogated  by  due  notice. 
The  Hudson’s  Bay  Company  did  not  look  with  favor  on 
settlement  north  of  the  Columbia  and  tried  to  discourage 
it  in  every  way  possible.  The  settlers  had  petitioned  Con¬ 
gress  several  times  for  recognition  but  without  success. 
The  death  of  Ewing  Young,  a  prosperous  cattleman,  in 
1841,  brought  matters  to  a  head.  Young  left  a  considerable 
estate,  with  no  known  heirs,  but  there  was  no  machinery  of 
law  hy  which  his  estate  might  be  administered.  Several 
meetings  were  held  without  constructive  results. 

CHAMPOEG — Finally  on  May  2,  1843,  at  Champoeg 
on  the  Willamette  river,  about  halfway  between  Portland 
and  Salem,  the  settlers  gathered,  determined  to  do  some¬ 
thing  to  remedy  the  situation.  There  were  over  one  hun¬ 
dred  settlers  present,  English,  French-Canadian,  Ameri¬ 
can.  Under  the  magnetic  leadership  of  Joe  Meek,  famous 
Mountain  Man,  a  standing  vote  was  taken  and  the  decision 
was  made  to  form  a  Provisional  Government  of  their  own, 
under  which  they  would  transact  business  until  such  time 
as  Congress  would  see  fit  to  recognize  them.  Officers  were 
elected  and  the  new  government  tvas  under  way  and  Ore¬ 
gon  City  was  its  Capital. 

Those  settlers  were  men  of  vision  and  courage.  They 
declared  that  the  Oregon  Country  took  in  everything  from 
the  summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pacific  Ocean 
and  everything  north  of  the  California  line  to  54°40/. 
They  divided  this  vast  district  of  over  seven  hundred 
thousand  square  miles  into  four  districts. 

THE  GREAT  MIGRATION— Wagons  had  been  mak¬ 
ing  their  way  west  by  gradual  stages.  The  first  wagons  to 
reach  the  Rockies  came  in  1830;  then  in  1832,  Captain 
Bonneville  took  twenty  wagons  across  the  Rockies  and  on 
to  Green  river;  a  few  missionary  wagons  reached  Fort 
Hall  in  the  late  “thirties”  and  early  “forties'.” 

In  1836,  Dr.  Whitman  drove  a  cart  as  far  as  Fort  Boise. 
In  1840,  Joe  Meek,  Robert  Newell  and  a  few  others  drove 
three  wagons  as  far  as  Fort  Walla  Walla  on  the  Columbia. 
The  emigration  of  1842  left  its  wagons  at  Fort  Hall  be¬ 
cause  the  Hudson’s  Bay  officials  warned  them  that  they 
could  not  take  wagons  to  the  Willamette  Valley.  But,  in 
1843,  when  the  settlers  arrived  at  Fort  Hall,  they  would 
not  be  denied.  They  drove  their 
wagons  on  through  to  the  Willamette 
Valley,  blazing  the  last  lap  of  the 
Old  Oregon  Trail  in  its  westward 
march. 

When  Dr.  McLoughlin  beheld  the 
wagons,  he  threw  up  his  hands  and 
declared:  “Those  darn  Yankees  will 
be  driving  their  wagons  into  the 
ocean  and  coming  out  at  Japan.” 

From  then  on,  more  wagons  came, 
making  a  “two-ocean  country”  of  the 
United  States.  Later  migrations 
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Search  for  Site  of  Old  Fort 

_  -  -  »irr>  *  ’ 

Renewed  by  Historical  Group 


Detective  work,  showmanship, 
landscaping,  art,  legislation  and 
reorganization — as  well  as  history 
— were  discussed  at  a  recent  busy 
meeting  of  the  Clatsop  County  His¬ 
torical  society. 

Walter  Johnson,  president,  told 
members  that  early  surveyors’  maps 
and  old  photographs  have  provided 
clues  for  a  renewed  search  for  the 
exact  site  of  Fort  Clatsop,  built  by 
the  Lewis  and  Clark  party  in  1805 
and  destroyed  by  Indians  a  few 
years  later. 

The  society  is  being  aided  in  its 
I  detective  work  by  state  and  county 
foresters  and  surveyors.  Johnson 
promised  that  the  search  for  the 
fort,  if  it  is  successful,  will  make  a 
topnotch  story  of  scientific  sleuth¬ 
ing. 

The  society  passed  a  resolution 
calling  upon  congress  to  declare  the 
sites  of  Fort  Clatsop  and  Fort  As¬ 
toria  as  national  monmuments. 
This  move  was  encouraged  by  the 
recent  establishment  of  a  national 
monument  at  the  site  of  Fort  Van¬ 
couver,  near  Vancouver,  Wash. 

Another  legislative  move  was  the 
distribution  to  members  of  an  in 
itiative  petition  calling  for  a  coun¬ 
ty-wide  property  levy  of  one  half 
mill  for  the  creation  of  a  county 
historical  fund.  The  fund  would 
be  used  for  the  preservation  and 
marking  of  historical  sites. 
APPROVAL  OBTAINED 

Written  approval  of  the  •  fund 
proposal  was  received  from  the 
Oregon  Historical  society,  the  par¬ 
ent  organization. 
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By-laws  under  which  the  local 
society  was  recently  incorporated 
j  were  approved  by  the  membership. 
Articles  of  incorporation  were  filed 
!  here  June  16. 

The  society  voted  to  beautify  the 
i  Fort  Astoria  site  at  15th  and  Ex 
j  change  streets  by  grading,  building 
!  gravel  walks  and  benches,  and 
j  planting  shrubbery. 

A  donation  of  $100  from  W.  P. 
|  O'Brien  will  be  used  for  a  appro¬ 
priate  marker  at  the  site.  Gravel 
for  the  site  will  be  donated  by  Hal 
Rebman  of  Warrent.on. 

WINDOWS  TO  BE  USED 

The  society  will  ask  local  mer¬ 
chants  to  donate  the  use  of  their 
show  windows  for  a  city  wide  his- 
J  torical  exhibit  during  the  Astoria 
i  Regatta.  August  30  to  September  6. 
j  It  was  suggested  that  the  ex- 
j  hibit  be  chronological,  beginning 
j  with  displays  of  early  Indian  relics 
■  at  the  east  end  of  Commercial  and 
j  ending  with  modern  industrial  ex¬ 
hibits  at  the  western  end  of  the 
downtown  area. 

Mrs.  Leola  Ball  and  Mrs.  Harold 
Turlay  were  appointed  to  discuss 
the  possibility  of  a  historical  par¬ 
ade  or  pageant  with  the  Regatta 
committee. 

A  large  and  valuable  oil  painting 
of  the  old  T.  J.  Potter,  a  side-wheel 
!  steamer  that  plied  the  river  be. 

I  tween  Portland  and  Astoria  in  the 
j  1880’s,  was  donated  to  the  society 
by  W  B.  Young.  Another  gift  from 
Young  was  a  picture  of  the  S.  S. 
Alaska,  one  of  the  earliest  steam 
vessels  on  the  Pacific  coast. 


Astoria  Stores 
7/ M*  Plan  Historical 
Display  in  Derby 

Every  store  window  on  Cominer- 
;  cial  street  from  the  post  office  to 
the  Astoria  hotel  will  carry  win¬ 
dow  displays  of  historical  objects 
during  the  week  of  the  Regatta, 
according  to  Walter  Johnson,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Clatsop  County  His¬ 
torical  society. 

Johnson  said  Thursday  that  18 
stores  have  been  contacted  to  date 
and  all  have  agreed  to  display  his¬ 
torical  exhibits  in  their  windows 
as  part  of  the  society’s  project  for 
the  Regatta. 

Present  plans,  Johnson  explained, 
are  to  have  historical  displays  per¬ 
taining  to  line  of  goods  carried  in 
each  store.  For  instance,  hardware 
stores  would  have  displays  con¬ 
taining  a  line  of  utensils  dating 
back  as  far  as  possible  and  would 
lead  up  to  modern  utensils. 

Johnson  said  that  I  he  society  will 
need  old  dishes,  furniture,  costumes 
and  pictures  and  other  items  to 
make  the  displays  complete.  Any¬ 
one  having  such  items  which  may 
be  loaned  to  the  society  for  the  ex¬ 
hibits  is  asked  to  contact  the  his 
torical  society. 


Fort’s  Site 
Work  is  Set 

Plans  have  been  completed  to  be¬ 
gin  work  on  improving  the  site  of 
Fort  Astoria  at  15th  and  Exchange 
streets,  according  to  Dr.  Walter 
Hay,  historical  society  member  in 
charge  of  the  project. 

Hay  said  that  the  bulldozer 
would  he  on  the  site  Monday  after¬ 
noon.  Service  clubs  in  Astoria  have 
been  contacted  and  asked  to  help 
the  Clatsop  County  Historical  so 
ciety  by  contributing  volunteer  la 
bor  in  the  work  of  clearing  the 
site. 

Hay  also  issued  a  call  for  any 
persons  interested  in  helping  with 
the  work  to  be  present  at  the  site 
Monday  after  4  p.  m 

The  project  at  the  Fort  Astoria 
site  is  a  part  of  the  Clatsop  County 
Historical  society’s  drive  to  clear, 
beautify,  and  mark  all  points  of 
interest  having  historical  value  in 
ithe  county. 


pushed  on  west  to  the  Oregon  coast,  and  north  to  Puget 
Sound.  The  United  States  had  established  its  right  to  the 
Oregon  Country  by  actual  occupation  and  majority  of 
population. 

OREGON  CITY  (Willamette  Falls) — As  early  as 
1829,  Dr.  McLoughlin  sensed  the  commercial  possibilities 
of  the  falls  of  the  Willamette.  In  1842,  he  had  a  townsite 
surveyed  and  platted  and  named  it  “Oregon  City.”  When 
the  emigration  of  1843  arrived  at  Oregon  City,  it'  found 
several  stores  and  homes  and  manufacturing  enterprises. 
From  then  on  it  continued  to  grow  in  size  and  importance. 

It  was  the  capital  of  the  Provisional  Government,  1843-9; 
capital  of  the  Territorial  Government,  1849-50;  Oregon 
Spectator  first  newspaper  west  of  the  Missouri  river,  1846; 
first  Protestant  (Methodist)  church  west  of  the  Rockies, 
1844;  first  incorporated  town  west  of  Missouri  river,  1844; 
erection  of  first  Catholic  archdiocese  in  the  west,  1846;  first 
Masonic  lodge  west  of  the  Rockies,  1848;  first  long  dis¬ 
tance  electrical  transmission  line  in  the  United  States, 
Oregon  City  to  Portland,  1889.  It  was  also  the  end  of  the 
Barlow  Road. 

PORTLAND — Was  platted  as  a  town  in  1845  by  Asa 
L.  Lovejoy  of  Boston  and  Francis  Petty  grove  of  Portland, 
Maine.  It  covered  sixteen  blocks  of  land,  between  the 
Willamette  river  and  Second  street,  and  Washington  to 
Jefferson  streets.  Lovejoy  wanted  to  name  the  budding 
metropolis  “Boston”  but  Pettygrove  preferred  “Portland” 
so,  in  order  to  settle  the  matter,  they  flipped  a  coin  and 
Pettygrove  won.  For  several  years  Portland  was  consider¬ 
ed  an  upstart  by  its  nearby  rivals.  Steamboat's  derisively 
tooted  their  whistles  as  they  steamed  by,  but  destiny  would 
not  be  denied  and  today  Portland  is  rated  high  among  the 
ports  and  metropolitan  cities  of  our  country. 

MILWAUKIE — In  1847,  Henderson  Leulling  brought 
a  wagonload  of  live  fruit  trees  over  the  Old  Oregon  Trail 
to  the  Oregon  Country.  He  settled  at  the  present  Milwau- 
kie  and  planted  his  trees  early  in  1848.  From  that  small 
beginning  has  developed  one  of  the  great'  industries  of  the 
west.  Milwaukie  has  occasion  to  be  proud  of  its  historical 
past  and  its  present  progress. 

ALBANY — was  established  in  1848  by  Walter  and 
Thomas  Monteith  who  paid  $400.00  and  a  horse  for  the 
site.  They  came  to  Oregon  in  1847  from  Illinois  with  the 
Thomas  Cox  train.  Cox  was  Salem’s  first  merchant.  The 
Monteith  brothers  would  not  recognize  their  little  town  if 
they  could  see  it  today.  The  Monteith  house  is  still  in  use. 

FOREST  GROVE — It  was  one  hundred  years  ago  that 
Mrs.  Tabitha  Brown  and  Rev.  Harvey  Clark  established  a 
School  for  Orphans  at  Forest  Grove.  Under  the  loving 
care  and  devotion  of  its  founders,  it  grew  into  Tualatin 
Academy  and  finally  into  the  splendid  institute  of  learn- 
Pacific  University.  Its  story  is  one  of  human  sym¬ 
pathy,  vision  and  sacrifice. 


THE  BARLOW  ROAD — In  order  to  avoid  the  danger¬ 
ous  passage  by  water  down  the  Columbia  gorge,  S.  K. 
Barlow  and  Philip  Foster  built  a  road  from  Oregon  City 
to  the  base  of  Mt.  Hood  and  over  the  Cascade  Range  to 
join  the  Old  Oregon  Trail  at  the  lower  Deschutes  crossing 
in  1846.  It  became  known  as  the  Barlow  Road  and  thou¬ 
sands  of  settlers  traveled  it  on  their  way  to  the  Willamette 
Valley  and  other  points.  It  was  used  as  a  toll-road  until 
1915. 

APPLEGATE  TRAIL— In  1846,  Jesse  and  Lindsay 
Applegate  headed  a  party  seeking  an  easier,  better  route 
to  the  Willamette  Valley  than  via  the  Snake  and  Columbia 
rivers.  The  route  they  blazed  was  known  as  the  Apple- 
gate  Trail.  It  left  the  Old  Oregon  Trail  at  the  Raft  river 
in  the  present  Idaho,  thence  into  Nevada  and  down  the 
Humboldt  river,  across  the  Black  Rock  desert,  over  the 
Cascade  Range  and  into  the  Rogue  River  valley.  Thence 
north  to  Salem.  Thousands  came  to  Oregon  by  this  famous 
trail  and  populous  towns  and  communities  sprang  up 
along  its  course. 

NACHES  PASS  TRAIL — A  new  trail  was  blazed  into 
the  Puget  Sound  country  in  1853,  by  Tyrus  Himes  and 
party.  They  left  the  Oregon  Trail  at  Fort  Walla  Walla, 
and  crossed  the  Columbia  River  on  rafts. 

Their  route  led  along  the  Yakima  river,  past  the  present 
town  of  Yakima,  Washington  and  across  the  Cascade 
Range  of  mountains. 

The  trail  ended  at  Steilacoom,  Washington,  where  the 
emigrants  scattered  to  take  up  land  claims  and  establish 
homes. 

FIGHT  FOR  RECOGNITION— The  fight  for  recogni¬ 
tion  of  the  Oregon  Country  began  away  back  in  1820  by 
Congressman  John  Floyd  of  Virginia.  Senator  Lewis  Linn 
of  Missouri  joined  the  fight  for  Oregon  in  1838.  He  died  in 
1843  and  Oregon  lost  a  faithful  friend.  Other  champions 
now  joined  the  fray— Senator  Thomas  H.  Benton  of 
Missouri;  Stephen  A.  Douglas  of  Illinois;  Congressman 
James  M.  Hughes  of  Missouri;  Senator  D.  R.  Aitchison 
of  Missouri,  and  others.  The  Oregon  bill  carried  a  proviso 
against  slavery  and  that  drew  the  fire  of  a  majority  of  the 
southern  representatives.  Finally,  on  February  9,  1848, 
Congressman  Caleb  Smith  of  Indiana  introduced  a  bill  in 
the  House,  providing  for  a  territorial  government  for  the 
Oregon  Country.  The  bill  passed  the  House,  August  2, 
1848  by  a  vote  of  129  to  71.  It  was  sent  to  the  Senate  where 
a  number  of  amendments  were  added,  which  were  objec¬ 
tionable  to  the  House. 

It  was  agreed  that  Con¬ 
gress  would  adjourn  on 
Monday,  August  14,  1848. 
Senator  Foote  of  Mississip¬ 
pi  started  a  filibuster,  stat¬ 
ing  that  he  could  talk  until 
Monday  if  necessary.  But  he 
over-estimated  his  strength, 
for  he  sat  down  early  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  all  talked  out. 
Throughout  the  long  night, 
the  friends  of  Oregon  were 
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Searchers  Announce  Discovery 
Of  Actual  Fort  Clatsop  Site 


By  TONY  FRANGER 

Astorian-Budget  Staff  Writer 

The  site  of  Lewis  and  Clark’s  old 
Fort  Clatsop  has  definitely  been 
established  as  being  a  few  yards 
northwest  of  the  present  concrete 
marker. 

“The  old  fort  had  to  stand  there,’’ 
asserted’  Walter  Johnson,  president 
of  the  Clatsop  County  Historical 
society.  “There  is  no  doubt  in  my 
mind  about  it.” 

Louis  Caywood,  national  park 
service  archeologist  who  has  been 
supervising  excavation  work  at  the 
fort  site  for  more  than  a.  week, 
said  that  he  agreed  with  Johnson. 
He  said  that  everything  they  have 
uncovered  in  the  area  proves  the 
fact  that  the  Lewis  and  Clark  par¬ 
ty  built  their  stockade  there. 

boundaries  not  set 


Even  with  all  the  evidence  of 
white  habitation  of  the  area.  Cay¬ 
wood  said,  it  is  still  impossible  to 
definitely  define  the  boundaries  of 
the  fort.  It  is  assumed,  however, 
that  the  firepits  found  are  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  fort  area. 

Caywood’s  belief  that  the  paity 
carried  little  heavy  metal  equip¬ 
ment  and  probably  did  not  leave 
any  of  it  behind  was  substantiated 
this  week. 

Leo  Robichuad,  Warrenton, 
brought  a  mine  detector  to  the 
area  this  week.  The  detector  indi¬ 
cates  the  presence  of  metal  depos¬ 
its  under  the  ground  to  a  depth  of 
30  inches.  Since  the  mine  detector 
did  not  lead  to  discovery  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  any  metal' in  the  area  and 
other  evidence  has  not  occured 
lower  than  two  feet,  down,  it  seen^s 
positive  that  there  are  no  such  ob¬ 
jects  remaining. 

Caywood  explained  that  even  if 
the  Lewis  and  Clark  party  di 
leave  any  metal  utensils  behind 
them,  they  would  not  still  remain. 


He  pointed  to  the  fact  that  the  In¬ 
dians  took  over  the  fort  when  the 
explorers  left,  and  they  undoubted¬ 
ly  salvaged  anything  of  that  na¬ 
ture. 

FIREPITS  FOUND 

Earlier  this  week  three  small, 
stone-lined  firepits  were  found  in 
a  line  running  east  and  west.  Cay¬ 
wood  found  large  deposits  of  ash 
and  charcoal  in  these  pits  and  feels 
certain  that  they  were  used  by 
white  men. 

On  Wednesday  he  encountered 
more  stones  at  a  spot  about  five 
yards  south  of  the  three  fire  pits 
and  at  a  depth  of  14  inches. 

Investigating  further,  he  found 
that  the  ground  had  been  dis¬ 
turbed  around  the  newly  found 
stones.  The  natural  layer  of  dirt  at 
that  level  is  a  light  colored  clay. 
However,  near  the  stones,  he  found 
a  rectangle  of  darker  earth  about 
two  feet  wide  and  eight  feet  long. 
This  darker  earth  did  not  blend  in 
with  the  lighter  clay,  t>ut  there  was 
a  definite  division  between  the 
two. 


The  darker  region  of  earth  was 
found  to  contain  very  large 
amounts  of  ash.  In  some  places  it 
was  almost  entirely  ash,  charcoal 
and  pieces  of  partly  burned  wood. 
Some  pieces  of  wood  did  not  seem 
to  be  burned  at  all,  and  Caywood 
decided  that  these  were  knots  from 
logs. 

IS  MAIN  FIREPIT 

Caywood  expressed  the  -belief 
that  this  large  fire  pit  was  prob¬ 
ably  the  main  cooking  fire  of  the 
stockade,  since  he  uncovered  three, 
well  preserved  and  fairly  large 
bones  in  the  firepit. 

This  was  further  verified  Thurs¬ 
day  when  several  local  hunters 
agreed  that  the  bones  were,  proh- 
ably  from  elk  since  they  were  too 
large  for  deer.  The  Lewis  and 
Clark  log  states  that  the  party 
found  large  herds  of  elk  in  the 
territory  and  had  used  them  for 
their  meat  supply. 

On  careful  inspection  at  one  end 
of  the  firepit,  Caywood  found  , 
marks  that  definitely  resemble, 
shovel  marks,  showing  that  the  pit 
had  been  dug  out. 

FURTHER  EVIDENCE  FOUND 

Friday  morning  the  archeologist 
found  two  small  circles  of  dark, 
soft  earth  which  he  believes  may 
have  been  the  location  of  posts  at 
one  end  of  the  firepit,  one  post  on 
either  side.  This,  he  said,  points 
further  to  the  fact  that  the  pit  may 
have  been  used  for  cooking  and 
that  cooking  utensils  may  have 
been  suspended  over  the  fire  from 
the  posts. 

Caywood  will  wind  up  his  work 
at  the  fort  site  today. 

Johnson  stated  that  he  will  make 
attempts  to  obtain  a  grader  so 
that  about  six  inches  of  the  top 
layer  of  the  area  may  be  scraped 
off.  This  would  facilitate  further 
work  at  the  site.  He  also  said  that 
it  is  hoped  that  Caywood  may  pos¬ 
sibly  be  able  to  do  further  work 
at  the  site  on  weekends  this  sum¬ 
mer. 

At  any  rate,  it  seems  certain  now 
that  the  “Case  of  the  Missing  Fort’’ 
has  been  solved. 


alert,  watching  for  a  break  so,  when  Foote  sat  down.  Sen¬ 
ator  Benton  arose  and  began  to  withdraw  the  Senate 
amendments. 

The  fight  was  a  bitter  one,  but  Benton  succeeded,  during 
the  day,  in  having  all  of  the  objectionable  amendments 
withdrawn.  The  Oregon  bill  then  passed  the  Senate  in  the 
identical  form  it  came  from  the  House.  President  Polk 
signed  the  bill  on  Monday,  August  14,  and  the  long,  bitter 
fight  for  recognition  of  the  Oregon  Country  was  won. 

LANE  BECOMES  GOVERNOR— President  Polk  ap¬ 
pointed  Joseph  Lane  of  Indiana  as  governor  of  the  new 
territory  of  Oregon.  Joe  Meek  was  in  Washington  at  that 
time  where  he  had  gone  bearing  news  of  the  Whitman 
massacre.  Joe  worked  for  the  passage  of  the  Oregon  bill 
and  was  rewarded  for  his  many  outstanding  services  with 
the  appointment  as  United  States  Marshal  for  Oregon. 
Lane  and  Meek  left  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  late  in 
August,  with  an  escort  of  fifty-five  men.  On  account  of 
the  lateness  of  the  season,  they  took  the  Santa  Fe  Trail  to 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  thence  on  to  Los  Angeles  and 
from  there  to  San  Francisco.  There  they  boarded  a  steam¬ 
er  for  Oregon  City,  arriving  on  March  2,  1849. 

The  following  day,  Lane  proclaimed  the  Oregon  Coun¬ 
try  a  territory  of  the  United  States  of  America.  Oregon 
City  now  became  the  Territorial  capital.  The  following 
year,  the  capital  was  moved  to  Salem.  The  Oregon  Terri¬ 
tory  was  under  the  Polk  administration  for  one  day,  for 
General  Zachary  Taylor  took  office  as  President  of  the 
United  States  on  March  4. 

LINCOLN  ENTERS  THE  PICTURE— Lane  acted  as 
governor  until  June  18,  1850,  when  he  resigned  to  later 
achieve  fame  in  the  Rogue  River  Indian  wars.  Kintzing 
Pritchett,  Territorial  Secretary,  became  governor,  holding 
office  until  August  18,  1850,  when  James  P.  Gaines  of 
Kentucky  assumed  office.  President  Taylor  had  previously 
appointed  James  G.  Marshall  as  governor  and  Abraham 
Lincoln  as  secretary  of  the  Oregon  Territory,  but  both 
declined  the  honor.  Taylor  then  offered  the  governorship 
to  Lincoln.  Lincoln’s  friends  urged  him  to  accept  the  job 
and  he  was  inclined  to  agree.  Oregon  would  eventually 
become  a  state,  they  figured,  and  then  he  would  stand  a 
good  chance  to  become  United  States  Senator  from  Ore¬ 
gon.  Lincoln  went  home  and  broached  the  subject  to  Mrs. 
Lincoln,  who  gave  an  emphatic  NO.  She  did  not  relish 
pioneering  in  a  new  country,  so  Lincoln  stayed  in  Spring- 
field,  Illinois,  to  eventually  become  President  of  the 
United  States.  So,  on  such  narrow  margins,  are  the  fates 
of  men  and  nations  decided. 

STATES  CREATED  OUT  OF  THE  OREGON 
COUNTRY — When  the  boundary  question  between  Eng¬ 
land  and  the  United  States  over  the  northwest  boundary 
was  settled  in  1846,  the  present  British  Columbia  was 
awarded  to  England.  That  had  been  a  vital  issue  for  some 
time  and  the  Democratic  party  was  swept  into  power  in 
1844  on  the  slogan — Fifty-Four  Forty  or  Fight. 


Washington  was  made  a  territory  in  1853,  taking  m  t  ie 
present  Idaho  and  a  part  of  Montana  and  Wyoming.  1  e 
capital  was  located  at  Olympia,  and  Isaac  I.  Stevens  was 
its  first  governor.  It  became  a  state  in  1889,  in  its  present' 
form,  with  Elisha  Pyre  Ferry  as  governor. 

Idaho  was  carved  out  of  Washington  and  made  a 
tory  in  1863.  It  was  a  grand  domain  lying  between  the 
42nd  and  49th  degrees  of  latitude  and  the  102nd,  and 
117th  degrees  of  longitude,  comprising  the  eastern  por¬ 
tion  of  Washington,  crossing  the  Rocky  Mountains  and 
taking  in  the  present  Montana  and  Wyoming,  and  the 
western  Dakotas.  The  capital  was  first  located  at  Lewis¬ 
ton,  but  moved  to  Boise  in  1864.  William  H.  Wallace  was 
appointed  governor  by  President  Lincoln. 

When  Montana  was  admitted  as  a  territory  in  1864,  and 
Wyoming  in  1868,  Idaho  assumed  its  present  form.  Idaho 
was  admitted  as  a  state  in  1890,  with  George  L.  Slioup  as 
governor. 

THE  STORY  UNFOLDS— So,  the  story  of  the  old 
Oregon  Country  unfolds,  a  story  of  adventure,  romance, 
hardships,  sacrifices  and  human  emotions.  It  is  a  true 
story  surpassing  any  fiction  ever  written. 

We  are  celebrating  in  this  year  of  1948  this  great  epoch 
in  American  history.  Of  course  there  will  be  parade  and 
pageantry,  but  our  main  efforts  will  be  along  educational 
lines,  with  the  hope  that  it  will  continue  after  the  shouting 
and  the  tumult  dies.  Ours  is  mostly  a  work  of  promotion, 
of  encouraging  others  to  incorporate  the  Centennial  theme 
into  local  celebrations  and  programs.  We  are  enlisting  the 
interest  and  support  of  our  schools  that  our  rising  genera¬ 
tion  may  become  more  fully  informed  on  the  history  of  our 
various  communities  and  with  the  state  as  a  whole.  We 
believe  that  if  we  can  create  community  pride,  it  will  lead 
to  a  greater  “state  consciousness”  which  is  essential  to  the 
growth  and  advancement  of  any  state.  In  this  every  citizen 
has  a  part  and  a  responsibility. 


August  13-14  1948  will  be  big  days  in 

our  Centennial  plans.  We  will  stage  an  out¬ 
standing  GET-TOGETHER  in  Portland  and 
Oregon  City  for  those  days  and  will  invite 
the  governors  of  all  old  Oregon  Country 
states  to  be  our  guests.  The  Summer  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  American  Pioneer  Trails 
Association  will  be  held  in  Portland  on  those 
dates.  In  this  program  we  have  the  hearty 
co-operation  of  Governor  John  Hall  who 
visions  great  things  for  Oregon  this  year. 
We  are  fortunate  in  having  his  sympathetic 
and  constructive  assistance. 
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Our  Backyard  History 


It  is  reasonable  to  surmise  from  recent  reports  that  the 
Clatsop  County  Historical  society,  led  by  Archeologist  Louis 
Caywood  and  the  recollection  of  Mrs.  Lillian  York,  Long 
Beach,  have  located  the  precious  ruins  of  historic  Fort  Clat* 
sop. 

In  a  sense,  this  would  mean  that  Fort  Clatsop  has  been 
liberated — freed  after  143  years  of  captivity  to  topsoil  and 
enshrouding  growth.  If  it  is  true,  we  owe  much  gratitude 
to  the  small  “storming  party”  which  dug  the  Lewis  and 
Clark  expedition’s  famed  wintering  post  from  nature’s  con¬ 


finement. 

So  widely  heralded  in  history  has  been  the  fort  that 
Clatsop  residents  have  often  stood  abashed  as  history-hun 
gry  tourists  dejectedly  regarded  the  bush  barricaded  “ap¬ 
proximate  site.”  Against  this  overgrown  backdrop  great 
numbers  of  visitors  have  futilely  attempted  to  conjecture  ac¬ 
tivities  of  the  winter  of  1805  during  which  the  intrepid  party 
of  explorers  headed  by  Captains  Meriweather  Lewis  and 
William  Clark  staked  America’s  first  claim  to  the  vast  Pa¬ 
cific  northwest.  Visitors  frequently  had  the  impression  that 
they,  rather  than  the  Lewis  and  Clark  party,  were  the  first 

white  men  to  set  foot  on  the  spot. 

One  visiting  editor  and  historian,  after  reviewing  the 
site,  remarked  that  Clatsop  county  was  rich  in  history,  but 
poor  in  historians. 

Our  very  atmosphere,  being  saturated  with  history,  has 
little  stimulating  effect  on  most  of  our  historical  curiosities. 
For  this  reason,  v/e  owe  the  historical  society  a  vote  of 
than  kfclnr  “restoring”  a  valuable  heritage,  should  it  develop 
that  the  initialed  rocks  and  charred  wood  are  actual  clues. 

Clatsop  is  a  priceless  historical  asset  and  it  be* 
hooves  all  of  us  to  capitalize  on  its  discovery.  This  time,  let’s 
hold  the  fort. 


t 
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What  Would  Lewis  and  Clark  Say? 

The  Oregonian  has  been  inspired  by  discovery  of  Fort 
Clatsop’s  actual  location  to  dig  up  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
journals  and  peruse  them.  The  Oregonian  has  reached  the 
conclusion  that  the  explorers,  were  they  here  today,  would 
tell  the  diggers  to  “leve  it  laye”. 

The  Oregonian  discovered  that  Lewis  and  Clark  were 
perhaps  the  worst  spellers  who  ever  went  to  school  and 
that  they  apparently  had  little  love  for  the  hunger,  wetness 
and  cold  of  Clatsop. 

We  of  course  resent  any  implication  in  the  Oregonian’s 
story  that  this  country  is  not  a  good  place  to  live.  Had  Lewis 
and  Clark  been  able  to  enjoy  good  food  and  a  comfortable 
spot  during  their  winter  here,  they  might  have  looked  upon 
Clatsop  county  with  a  more  favorable  eye. 

Spoiled  elk  meat  is  not  a  diet  to  build  a  cheerful  out¬ 
look  upon  life. 

The  Oregonian  reproduced  Lewis  and  Clark’s  map  of 
Clatsop  county  to  accompany  its  story,  adding  modern 
names  to  those  given  by  the  explorers.  But  the  Oregonian 
mapmaker  apparently  doesn’t  know  much  about  geography 
down  this  way,  for  he  mislabelled  several  streams. 

Youngs  river  he  calls  Klaskanine;  to  Lewis  and  Clark 
river  he  has  given  the  name  of  Youngs  river,  while  he  saves 
the  Lewis  and  Clark  name  for  the  Skipanon,  despite  the 

fact  that  Lewis  and  Clark’s  own  name  for  that  stream _ 

Skip-a-nar-wis— is  close  enough  to  Skipanon  that  any  one 
should  be  able  to  tell  they  are  the  same. 

Despite  the  Oregonian’s  deductions,  we  suspect  that  if 
Lewis  and  Clark  came  back  and  saw  this  country — in  the 
summertime  particularly — they  would  be  rather  pleased  and 
would  appreciate  the  discovery  and  marking  of  their  old 
winter  home. 


Bjork  Picked  > 
Hea  d  Parade 
Of  Fort  Here 

John  Bjork,  commander  of  the 
Company  L  national  guard  unit, 
will  be  marshall  of  the  parade 
September  4  to  be  held  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  dedication  cere¬ 
monies  of  the  site  of  Fort  As¬ 
toria,  Dr.  Walter  Hay,  in  charge  of 
the  project  announced  Wednes¬ 
day. 

Hay  also  announced  that  a 
marching  unit  of  the  national 
guard  will  participate  in  the  par¬ 
ade  and  that  efforts  are  being 
made  to  obtain  marching  groups 
from  the  VFW,  Forty  and  Eight, 
American  Legion,  the  auxiliaries 
and  the  Tongue  Point  naval  sta¬ 
tion. 


Historical  Group 
Gets  Petiti  on  on 
November  Ballot 

The  petition  to  place  a  measure 
on  the  November  ballot  asking  for 
a  property  levy  of  one-half  mill 
to  be  used  to  establish  a  county 
historical  museum  and  to  mark 
historical  sites  in  the  county  has 
been  accepted,  according  to  Wal¬ 
ter  Johnson,  president  of  the  Clat¬ 
sop  County  Historical  society. 

Johnson  said  that  about  100 
signatures  more  than  the  neces^ 
sary  1049  were  obtained  on  the 
petitions  that  were  circulated  by 
the  society.  


There  will  also  be  color  guard 
units  provided  by  the  national 
guard,  navy  and  American  Legion.  I 

The  Elks  band  and  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  drum  and  bugle  corps 
will  march  in  the  parade  and  take 
J  part  in  the  dedication  ceremonies 
at  the  fort  site. 

Dr.  Burt  Brown  Barker,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Oregon  Historical  so¬ 
ciety,  has  agreed  to  attend  the 
dedication  and  to  deliver  the  main 
address. 

The  parade  committee,  includ¬ 
ing  Evert  MeNeeley,  George 
Abrahamson,  John  Bjork,  Don 
Mitchell,  Herb  Hacker  and  Dr. 
Hay,  is  making  final  parade  prep¬ 
arations. 

At  the  fort  site,  the  Pacific 
Power  &  Light  company  erected 
the  frame  for  the  textboard  and 
dug  the  hole  for  the  flagpole 
Tuesday.  Foundation  posts,  donat¬ 
ed  by  the  City  Lumber  com¬ 
pany,  will  probably  be  set  some¬ 
time  this  week. 

Hav  said  that  the  MacTavish 
marker  is  being  moved  to  the 
site  by  the  Ast'~’;a  Granite  works. 
- -  - 


Dedication  Due 
At  Fort  Astoria 

ASTORIA,  Sept.  2  (Special) — 
Dedication  of  the  newly-marked 
and  improved  site  of  Fort  As¬ 
toria  will  be  conducted  Satur¬ 
day  afternoon  by  the  Oregon 
Historical  society.  Dr.  Walter 
Hay,  in  charge  of  the  site  im¬ 
provement  project,  announced. 

A  parade  through  downtown 
streets  will  precede  the  dedica¬ 
tion. 

Dr.  Burt  Brown  Barker,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Oregon  Historical 
society;  will  deliver  the  dedi¬ 
catory  address. 


\ 


Society  Collects 
History  Displays^/ 

Historical  exhibits  which  have 
appeared  in  store  windows  on 
Commercial  street  during  the 
Salmon  derby  will  be  collected 
Thursday  by  the  Clatsop  County 
Historical  society,  Walter  John¬ 
son,  society  president,  said  today. 

Johnson  said  that  it  had  been 
originally  planned  to  leave  the 
exhibits  on  display  through  the 
American  Legion  convention  here 
September  15-18,  but  that  some 
of  the  exhibits  may  be  damaged 
by  exposure.  Therefore,  they  will 
be  removed  this  week. 

Johnson  asked  that  merchants 
leave  the  identification  cards 
attached  to  the  articles  when 
they  are  turned  in. 


Ft.  Astoria  Job 
Will  Continue 

The  work  party  at  the  Fort 
Astoria  site  will  take  place  as 
planned  this  evening  at  7  o’clock 
if  the  weather  is  not  bad,  Dr.  Wal¬ 
ter  Hay,  in  charge  of  the  improve¬ 
ment  project,  announced  today. 

Hay  repeated  his  plea  for  volun 
teer  workers  at  the  site  this  eve 
ning,  asking  that  they  bring  shov¬ 
els  and  rakes. 

If  the  work  progresses  favorably 
this  evening,  the  site  will  be  ready 
to  be  turned  over  to  the  garden 
club  for  planting  this  week. 

Hay  said  that  Wicks  and  Wicks, 
architects,  have  donated  their  serv¬ 
ices  to  draw  a  detailed  plan  of  the 
text  board  to  be  erected  as  well 
as  a  plan  for  the  layout  of  the  site 


- -r; - 

Wrong  Names 
Peril  History 

Tax  Petitions 

Routine  checking  of  the  petition 
presented  by  the  historical  society 
Joi  a  one-half  mill  tax  levy  has 
[revealed  a  number  of  names  that  ! 
(must  be  stricken  because  the  sign¬ 
ers  did  not  use  the  names  by  ! 
which  they  are  registered,  Mrs.! 
Mary  Redding,  county  clerk,  said 
Friday 

Mrs.  Redding  pointed  this  out  in 
reminding  the  public  that  law  re¬ 
quires  that  initiative  petitions  can 
be  signed  only  by  registered  voters, 
who  must  use  the  exact  name  by 
which  they  are  registered. 

Checking  and  counting  of  names 
on  the  historical  society’s  petition 
has  revealed  that  a  number  of 
married  women  have  signed  their 
husband's  name.  Married  women 
are  registered  with  their  own  first 
name  and  must  sign  initiative  pe¬ 
titions  in  this  manner. 

CHECKING  UNFINISHED 

The  law  requires  that  improper 
signatures  be  removed  from  the 
petition  and  not  included  in  the 
tabulation  of  persons  signing  it. 

Mrs.  Redding  said  counting  and 
checking  of  the  petition  has  not 
been  completed.  Until  the  check  is 
completed  it  will  be  impossible  to 
determine  whether  there  are  so 
many  faulty  signatures  that  the 
required  number  of  signers  will  he 
too  low  to  place  the  measure  on 
the  ballot  this  November. 

The  petition  carried  about  1400 
names.  A  total  of  only  1049  was 
necessary  to  place  the  measure  on 
the  ballot. 


County  Gets 

Tax  Petitions 

% 

i 

Petitions  asking  that  a  one-half 
mill  levy  to  raise  funds  for  estab¬ 
lishing  an  historical  museum  be 
placed  on  the  ballot  in  November 
were  presented  to  the  county  court 
Wednesdav  by  Walter  Johnson, 
president  of  the  Clatsop  county 
historical  society. 

The  petitions,  which  carried  ap¬ 
proximately  1400  signatures  where, 
only  1049  are  required,  was  accept¬ 
ed  by  the  court. 

The  measure  automatically  will 
be  placed  on  the  November  ballot. 

Passage  of  the  one-half  mill  levy 
will  provide  funds  for  mnr'ing 
spots  of  historical  interest  in  C’at- 
sop  county  as  well  as  establishing 
a  fund  for  construction  of  a  mu¬ 
seum  where  items  of  historical  in¬ 
terest  may  be  displayed. 


Evening  Astorian-Budget,  Astoria,  Oregon,  Friday,  July  30,  1948 


Historians 
Form  Plans 
For  Regatta 

Members  of  the  Clatsop  County 
Historical  society  discussed  plans 
for  the  part  they  will  play  in  the 
Regatta  festivities  and  the  work 
being  done  at  the  site  of  old  Fort 
Astoria  at  a  meeting  Thursday 
night  at  the  Astoria  chamber  of 
commerce. 


The  society  has  planned  to  show 
some  of  the  early  history  of  Clat¬ 
sop  county  with  slitles  of  old  pic¬ 
tures  as  part  of  the  Regatta  pro¬ 
gram.  The  showing  of  the  slides 
will  be  accompanied  by  dialogue  or 
a  narrator  in  order  to  tell  the  story. 

Walter  Johnson,  president  of  the 
society,  suggested  that  some  of  the 
j  slides  used  might  be  obtained  from 
I  the  Oregon  Historical  society. 

However,  it  was  pointed  out  that 
in  order  to  maintain  local  interest, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  obtain  as 
many  pictures  pertaining  to  Astoria 
and  Clatsop  county  as  possible.  It 
was  suggested  that  local  citizens 
who  may  have  any  such  pictures  be 
asked  to  loan  them  to  the  historical 
society  for  the  showing. 

Johnson  explained  that  Astoria 
merchants  have  pledged  their  co- 
l  operation  in  displaying  historical 
exhibits  in  store  windows  during 
the  Regatta  week.  He  emphasized 
that  the  society  intends  to  stress 
th  local  angle  in  the  displays,  keep 
ing  them  in  line  with  Clatsop  coun¬ 
ty  history. 

Therefore,  he  said,  any  local  citi 
zen  having  old  dishes,  furniture, 
hardware  or  costumes  which  would 
make  the  display  more  complete  is 
urged  to  loan  or  donate  the  items 
to  the  society. 

The  society  decided  to  put  on  a 
final  drive  to  obtain  the  necessary 
signatures  on  the  initiative  peti¬ 
tions  now  being  circulated.  Pur¬ 
pose  of  the  petitions  is  to  place  on 
the  ballot  a  proposed  countrywide 
property  levy  of  one-half  mill  for 
the  creation  of  a  county  historical 
museum. 

Johnson  pointed  out  that  at  least 
1049  signatures  of  voters  registered 
in  the  county  were  needed  on  the  • 
petition. 

Dr.  Walter  Hay,  in  charge  of  the 
work  of  improving  the  site  of  Fort 
Astoria  at  15th  and  Exchange,  re¬ 
ported  on  progress  of  the  project. 

Hay  reported  that  the  stone  re-  j 
taining  wall  on  the  site  had  been  re¬ 
moved  and  that  bulldozing  work  on  j 
the  lot  would  be  completed  some¬ 
time  Friday.  After  that,  he  said,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  smooth  and 
possibly  roll  the  site  and  then 
spread  gravel  screenings  over  it. 


The  work  committee  hopes  to 
have  the  fort  site  ready  for  the  gar- 
den  club  to  take  over  and  plant 
shrubs  and  hedges  in  a  week  or  10 
days,  Hay  said. 

Wording  for  the  text  board  which 
will  mark  the  site  when  work  is1 
completed  is  now  being  prepared 
by  the  Oregon  Historical  society. 
The  board  will  later  be  constructed 
and  installed. 

It  is  also  planned  to  place  a  fla,g- 
pole  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
site. 

It  was  suggested  that  the  dedica¬ 
tion  ceremonies  of  the  site  be  held 
in  connection  with  the  pageant  to 
be  carried  out  by  the  historical  so 
siety  during  the  Regatta.  It  was 
mentioned  that  Lancaster  Pollard, 
president  of  the  Oregon  Historical 
society,  might  be  obtained  to  take 
part  in  the  dedication  ceremonies. 

Hay  praised  the  services  being 
donated  by  Byers  Brothers  on  work 
at  the  site,  as  well  as  volunteer 
work  parties  from  various  service 
clubs  of  the  city. 


Fort  Marker 
Gets  Backing 
Of  Chamber 

The  Astoria  chamber  of  com¬ 
merce  will  cooperate  with  the  pro¬ 
gram  to  provide  a  suitable  marker 
for  the  Fort  Astoria  site  at  15th 
and  Exchange  streets.  President 
Arthur  Dempsie  declared  after  Pe¬ 
ter  Cosovich,  former  president,  had 
appealed  to  the  directors  at  their 
meeting  Friday  for  support  of  the 
project. 

Cosovich  accused  this  community 
of  negligence  in  the  past  in  the 
matter  of  preserving  historical 
sites  and  said  that  the  current 
danger  of  sale  of  the  property  at 
15th  and  Exchange  has  stimulated 
a  strong  movement  for  a  marker 
there. 

“We  should  construct  a  replica  of 
Fort  Astoria  at  that  corner  even 
if  it  costs  $10,000,”  Cosovich  de¬ 
clared.  "The  tourist  industry 
brought  $105  million  to  Oregon  last 
year;  ht-will  bring  more  this  year; 
'and  tourists  want  to  stand  on  the 
spots  'Where  historic  events  hap- 
penp.d.’^l 

Denhttie  said  that  Walter  John- 
.  president  of  the  Clatsop  His¬ 
torical  society  which  is  currently 
seeking  cooperation  of  civic  groups 
ip  a.  program  to  preserve  the  Fort 
Astoria  site,  will  be  invited  to  next 
Friday’s  chamber  directors’  meet¬ 
ing  to  discuss  a  plan  of  action. 

Mayor  Orval  Eaton  informed  the 
chamber  directors  that  the  city 
commission  has  postponed  for  60 
days  a  proposed  sale  of  the  prop¬ 
erty  to  give  time  for  a  community 
program  to  develop. 

"We  have  been  criticized  for  pro¬ 
posing  to  sell  this  property,”  Eat¬ 
on  said,  "but  the  law  requires  us 
to  put  city-owned  property  up  for 
sale  when  an  offer  to  buy  is  made.” 

Mrs.  Harry  Sfejnbock  of  the  Clat¬ 
sop  League  of  typmen  Voters  ap¬ 
pealed  to  the  chftmber  directors  to 
register  for  the  coming  election 
by  closing' day,  April  20. 

Ed  Paldanius,  who  has  arrived 
from  Tillamook  to  take  over  the 
managership  of  the  First  National 
bank,  was  a  guest  at  the  meeting. 


Fort  Astoria  | 
Site  Opened 
With  Parade 

Crowds  lined  Commercial 
I  street  Saturday  afternoon  to  wit- 
,  ness  the  parade  held  in  connec- 
;  tion  with  the  dedication  of  Fort 
!  Astoria  and  later  viewed  the  im- 
I  pressive  ceremony  at  the  fort’s 
site  at  15th  and  Exchange. 


The  parade,  led  by  Grand  Mar¬ 
shal  John  B.jork,  commander  of 
j  the  local  national  guard  unit,  in- 
|  eluded  a  navy  a^nd  national  guard 
color  guard,  the*  American  Legion 
drum  and  bugle  corps,  the  Elks 
band,  the  Seaside  Gull-oots,  three 
cars  of  dignitaries,  motorcycle 
escort  and  marching  groups  of 
the  navy  and  Boy  and  Girl  Scouts. 

Dedication  ceremonies  at  the 
site  got  underway  with  the  de¬ 
livery  of  the  invocation  by  the 
Rev.  Phil  Graf  and  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  guests  by  Gordon  Sloan, 
master  of  ceremonies. 


[  Guests  Listed 

|  Guests  included  Mayor  Orval 
Eaton,  Arthur  Dempsie,  president 
of  the  Astoria  chamber  of  com- 
!  merce;  Richard  Denbo,  secretary 
of  the  Seaside  chamber  of  com¬ 
merce;  Walter  Johnson,  president 
of  the  Clatsop  County  Historical 
societv;  Lancaster  Pollard,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Oregon  Historical 
society,  and  Dr.  Burt  Brown 
Barker,  president  of  the  Oregon 
Historical  pociety  and  the  mam 
speaker' at  the  dedication. 

“There  is  jio  spot  in  the  Pacific 
northwest  that  has  the  historical 
importance  of  the  ground  we  are 
standing  on  now,”  Dr.  Barker  de¬ 
clared  in  his  address. 

Barker  outlined  the  early  his¬ 
tory  of  the  northwest  and  pointed 
to  the  part  Astoria  has  displayed 
in  its  development. 

“Astoria  can  take  pride  not 
only  in  being  the  first  settle¬ 
ment  in  Oregon  but  in  the  entue 
northwest,”  Barker  said.  You 
are  the  first  of  firsts  beyond 

doubt.”  , 

He  pointed  out  that  when  the 
stockade  at  Fort  Astoria  was  con¬ 
structed  by  the  John  Jacob  As  tor 
company,  it  was  the  only  Amer¬ 
ican  structure  within  2000  rrnles. 

This  is  the  only  part  of  the 
United  States  that  was  not  ac¬ 
quired  by  conquest  or  purchase, 
Barker  pointed  out. 

Barker  also  told  of  the  impor¬ 
tance  the  explorations  and  settle¬ 
ment  in  this  area  played  in  the 
awarding  of  the  territory  to  the 
United  States  in  the  treaty  of 
Ghent  following  the  war  of 1812. 

Following  Barker  s  address, 
Judge  Howard  J Zimmerman 

presented  a  flag  on  behalf  of  the 
Clatsop  American  Legion  post  to 
Walter  Johnson,  representing  the 
Clatsop  Cdunty  Historical  society. 

The  dedication  ceremonies  con¬ 
cluded  with  the  raising  of  the 
flag  on  the  flagpole  at  the  south¬ 
east  corner  of  the  Fort  Astoria 
site.  


Fort  Astoria 
Dedicati  on 
Set  Saturday 

Dedication  ceremonies  of  the 
site  of  Fort  Astoria  at  15th  and 
Exchange  will  begin  at  about  3:30 
p.  m.  Saturday,  Dr.  Walter  Hay, 
in  charge  of  the  site  project,  an¬ 
nounced  today. 

A  parade  will  precede  the  dedi¬ 
cation.  Units  of  the  parade  will 
form  at  2:30  p.  m.  at  the  starting 
point  on  Duane  street  behind  the 
court  house,  and  the  parade  will 
begin  at  3  o’clock. 

Parade  Scheduled 

It  is  expected  that  the  parade 
will  end  at  the  fort  site  at  about 
3:30,  at  which  time  the  dedication 
will  get  underway. 

The  Astoria  Elks  band  will  be¬ 
gin  the  ceremonies  by  playing 
two  numbers  at  the  site. 

Gordon  Sloan,  master  of  cere¬ 
monies,  will  then  introduce  the 
guests. 

Guests  will  include  Richard 
Denbo,  secretary  of  the  Seaside 
j  chamber  of  commerce;  Arthur  S. 
Dempsie,  president  of  the  Astoria 
chamber  of  commerce;  Walter 
Johnson,  president  of  the  Clat¬ 
sop  County  Historical  society,  and 
possibly  Sen.  Walter  Norblad  and 
County  Judge  Guy  Boyington. 
Historian  Presented 

Sloan  will  then  present  Lan¬ 
caster  Pollard,  superintendent  of 
the  Oregon  Historical  society, 
who  will  in  turn  introduce  the 
main  dedicatior  speaker,  Dr.  Bert 
Brown  Barker,  president  of  the 
society. 

Following  Dr.  Barker’s  address, 
Judge  H.  K.  Zimmerman  will  pre¬ 
sent  the  flag  donated  by  the 
American  Legion  to  the  site  to 
Walter  Johnson. 

The  program  will  end  with  a 
flag-raising  ceremony  by  the  col¬ 
or  guard. 


Fort  Astoria  Site  Is  A  Good  Job 


The  Clatsop  County  Historical  society  deserves  a  tip  of 
the  hat  for  its  fine  work  in  connection  with  the  Salmon 
Derby  just  ended. 

The  society  linked  up  with  the  Derby  its  dedication  of 
the  newly-improved  site  of  Fort  Astoria,  and  encouraged 
Astoria  merchants  to  present  a  really  remarkable  set  of 
show  window  exhibits  of  historical  photographs  and  objects. 

The  Fort  Astoria  site  will  cheer  the  heart  of  those  inter¬ 
ested  in  Astoria’s  rich  wealth  of  historical  background  and 
those  who  have  suffered  under  the  barbs  by  visitors  who 
criticize  us  for  neglect  of  our  historical  background. 

The  site  has  been  beautified,  suitably  marked,  and  en¬ 
riched  with  the  McTavish  marker  and  the  DAR  marker 
of  the  Fort  Astoria  site,  making  it  a  historical  shrine  in 
which  the  community  can  at  last  take  pride. 

In  addition,  replacement  of  the  street  marks  showing 
the  outline  of  the  original  buildings  and  stockade  of  Fort 
Astoria  adds  much  to  the  historical  interest. 

When  we  finally  get  all  our  historical  sites  as  well  marked 
and  beautified  as  this,  we  need  not  be  ashamed. 


Astoria's  Stores  Are  History  Showcases 


By  TONY  PRANGER 
Astorian-Budget  Staff  Writer 

Both  sides  of  Commercial 
street  from  the  post  office  to  the 
Astoria  hotel  are  virtually  show¬ 
cases  of  Astoria  and  Clatsop 
county  history  this  week. 

Nearly  every  show  window  is 
displaying  historical  exhibits 
which  have  been  collected  and 
distributed  by  the  Clatsop  Coun¬ 
ty  Historical  society  in  observ¬ 
ance  of  the  salmon  derby  and  re¬ 
gatta,  as  well  as  the  Oregon  ter¬ 
ritorial  centennial. 

Linked  To  Stores 

The  displays  have  been  dis¬ 
tributed  to  conform  with  the 
line  of  merchandise  sold  in  each 
of  the  stores  wherever  possible. 

One  of  the  most  interesting 
exhibits  is  featured  in  the  win¬ 
dow  of  the  First  National  bank. 
This  display  is  made  up  largely 
of  a  number  of  objects  made  by 
the  Indians  who  inhabited  this 
area.  Several  tools  and  devices 
of  the  Indian  medicine  man  are 
included  in  the  display,  includ¬ 
ing  a  medicine  ball,  pestle  and 
clay  bowl  and  a  noisemaker 
which  the  Indians  believed  was 
capable  of  driving  away  evil. 

A  piece  of  the  original  Fort 
Astoria  stockade  is  also  in  the 
bank  display,  as  are  Indian  toy 
boats  and  a  piece  of  beeswax 
found  in  the  Indians  possession 
which  was  believed  to  have  come 


from  a  sunken  Spanish  vessel. 
Old  Fife  Displayed 

A  fife  that  was  used  during  the 
War  of  1812  by  Lewis  Bailey, 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Violet  Gun¬ 
derson,  and  in  the  Civil  war  by 
Timothy  Bailey,  her  father,  is  on 
display  at  Gunderson’s.  The  dis¬ 
play  also  includes  a  doll  table 
made  by  Timothy  Bailey  from 
wood  salvaged  from  the  Great 
Republic  which  was  wrecked  on 
Peacock  Spit. 

The  exhibit  in  the  window  of 
Penny’s  includes  a  rosewood 
writing  case  dating  back  to  1840, 
a  dress  made  in  London  in  1853 
and  a  shawl  worn  by  Lady  Wa¬ 
terfall-  when  she  was  presented 
at  the  English  royal  court  in 
1838. 

Salute  Gun  Displayed 

Old  days  on  the  river  are  re¬ 
called  by  the  tiny  salute  gun 
used  by  early  pilofs  in  the  1800’s 
to  announce  the  arrival  of  ves¬ 
sels  in  the  Columbia  river.  It 
can  be  seen  in  the  Mark  Siddall 
Sporting  Goods  window. 

Shaner  and  Company’s  win¬ 
dow  displays  the  field  glass  used 
by  Adam  Van  Dusen  in  crossing 
the  plains  in  1847.  In  addition, 
the  display  has  some  1750-1810 
early  English  and  American  pew¬ 
ter  and  costume  jewelry  of  75 
years  ago. 

The  huge  silver  water  urn  used 

in  the  circuit  courtroom  here 


around  1880  can  be  seen  in  the 

window  of  Bell  Brothers. 

Old  Timers  Pictured 

Oldtimers  will  be  reminded  of 
the  old  days  of  the  Astoria  re¬ 
gatta  by  the  display  of  picture? 
of  fishing  boat  races,  regatta 
queens  of  years  past  and  a  photo 
of  the  Astoria  football  club 
which  sponsored  the  first  regatta 
in  1894. 

In  addition  to  old  pictures, 
shoes  and  other  clothing,  a  child’s 
dress  which  was  made  in  1839 
and  which  crossed  the  plains  in 
a  covered  wagon  is  shown  at 
Cochran’s.  Their  display  also  has 
a  calico  dress  more  than  100 
years  old. 

Ut.zinger’s  Book  store  has  a 
display  of  early  pictures,  and, 
in  addition,  one  of  the  oldest  ob-  I 
jects  of  any  of  the  exhibits,  an 
1808  German  Bible  which  crossed  : 
the  plains  in  1856  with  Mrs.  [ 
Vieth,  grandmother  of  Conrad  \ 
Boelling. 

An  elaborate  gown  made  in 
Paris  in  1870  for  Mrs.  Joseph  P. 
Dyer  is  on  exhibit  at  the  Astoria 
Apparel  shop. 

The  locks  and  keys  of  the 
first  Warrenton  jail  and  the  old 
Clatsop  county  courthouse  are  on 
display  in  the  window  of  the 
Astoria  Hardware  store,  as  are  | 
a  number  of  old  carpenter’s  tools 

(Continued  On  Page  6) 


and  cooking  utensils. 

Police  Display 

The  Fiesta  club’s  window  dis¬ 
play  contains  relics  of  the  old 
police  force,  including  the  key  to 
the  old  city  jail,  police  badges, 
billies,  and  pictures. 

Old  pictures  from  1870  to  1903 
and  old-fashioned  shoes  can  be ; 
seen  at  Grimbergs. 

Anita’s  window  shows  an  old  j 
powder  box,  Bible,  dolls  and  cos¬ 
tumes. 

The  contrast  between  the  new  ] 
and  old  is  displayed  at  the  Sing-  I 
er  comapny.  Comparisons  are 
made  with  old  and  new  sewing 
machines,  floor  sweepers  and 
irons. 

Baby  clothing  and  a  baby  car¬ 
riage  of  the  1800’s  are  included 
in  the  Art  Needlecraft  and  Baby 
store. 

Spinning  Wheel  Shown 

Cordz  Brothers’  display  con¬ 
tains  a  spinning  wheel  made  in 
Missouri  in  1875  and  an  old  wed¬ 
ding  shawl. 

A  fancy  1881  wedding  gown 
which  was  worn  by  Mrs.  George 
W.  Sanborn  is  shown  at  Jerome’s. 

Ancient  typewriters  are  dis¬ 
played  at  the  Astoria  Stationary 
company  and  Joe  Cone’s  jewelry 
store. 

Both  Hildebrands  and  Frank 
Porter’s  furniture  stores  are  dis- 
playing  old  furniture. 


Old  Kettles 

Old  kettles  are  shown  at  the 
Metropolitan  store,  one  of  which 
came  across  the  plains  in  1840. 

An  1886  phonograph  owned  by 
George  Flavel  is  part  of  the  ex¬ 
hibit  in  the  Paramount  drugs 
window 

Steinbock’s  and  the  Astoria 
drug’s  exhibits  both  include 
books  of  prescriptions  of  the 
1800’s  and  pharmacists’  equip¬ 
ment. 

Saario’s  display  features  old 
fur  coats. 

Old  silverware  is"  on  display 
at  Ginns  and  Loop- Jacobsen. 
Radio  Gear  Reviewed 

The  Radio  and  Electronics 
shop  window  features  a  review 
of  radio  equipment  from  1918 
to  1948. 

A  pair  of  beautifully  orna¬ 
mented  old-fashioned  lamps  and  ' 
an  old  flatiron  can  be  seen  as 
part  of  the  display  at  the  Pacific 
Power  and  Light  company. 

Hanging  in  front  of  the  Co¬ 
lumbia  Market  is  an  ox  bow  used 
in  crossing  the  plains  in  1848. 


|  A  group  of  odd  and  interesting  i 
smoking  pipes  of  years  past  are 
shown  at  Thiel  Brothers. 

Early  pictures  are  displayed  at 
E.  T.  Edison’s,  Kildall’s  Newber- 
I  ry’s,  The  Boot  shop.  Bud  and 
Doc’s  smoke  shop,  Burke  mo¬ 
tors  and  Larson  dairy. 

Poole's  Music  store  has  a  wide 
display  of  interesting  Indian  rel¬ 
ics  and  natural  stones. 

Old-fashioned  clothing  displays 
are  at  Eastern,  Mode  O’Day, 
Margaret  Elliott’s,  Kiddies  Kor- 
j  ner,  Leon’s  and  Joan’s  Apparel. 

I  Shoes  worn  in  the  1800’s  are 
|  featured  at  Jo-Vel,  Buster  Brown 
store  and  Maunula’s. 


Fort  Si+e  Work 
Near  Completion, 
Historian  Says  %/s 

Preliminary  work  at  the  Fort  As¬ 
toria  site  is  nearing  completion,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Walter  Johnson,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Clatsop  County  Histor¬ 
ical  society  which  is  sponsoring  the 
project.  H  : 

Dr.  Walter  Hay.  in  charge1  of  the 
work  at  the  fort  site,  said  that 
there  was  a  small  work  party  there 
last  night  and  that  another  group 
would  work  tonight  doing  some 
raking  and  spreading  gravel 
screening  over  the  site. 

When  this  is  completed,  the  site 
will  be  ready  for  the  garden  club 
to  start  planting. 

The  garden  club  is  meeting  to¬ 
night  to  formulate  plans  for  'their 
work  on  the  site. 

Other  work  remaining  to  be  done 
on  the  site  is  the  erection  of  the 
text  board  and  flag  pole  and  plac¬ 
ing  of  benches  and  the'  old  DAR 
marker. 

Johnson  received  word  this  week 
that  Lancaster  Pollard  superintend 
ent  of  the  Oregon  Historical  soci- 
etv.  and  TTn  Burt  Barker,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  state  organization,  plan 
to  attend  the  dedication  ceremo¬ 
nies  at  the  site  which  are  tenta¬ 
tively  scheduled  for  September  5. 


Fort  Site  Work  fs* 
Near  Completion 

Cleaning  up  work  at  the  Fort 
Astoria  site  at  15th  and  Exchange 
streets  was  completed  by  a  work 
party  comprised  of  members  of 
the  Astoria  Lions  club  Sunday, 
according  to  Dr.  Walter  Hay,  in 
charge  of  the  improvement  proj¬ 
ect. 

The  Pacific  Power  and  Light 
company  will  put  in  the  founda¬ 
tion  posts  for  the  flag  pole  at  the 
site  today.  Concrete  for  the  mark¬ 
er  forms  will  also  be  poured  to¬ 
day*  Hay  said. 

Word  has  been  received  from 
the  state  highway  department, 
stating  that  they  will  be  here 
to  put  in  the  text  board  which 
will  mark  the  site  Septerrfber  2. 

Hay  said  that  the  last  pf  the 
work  at  the  site,  the  planting  of 
temporary  shrubbery  will  be  com¬ 
pleted  by  the  garden  club  this 
week. 


Fort  Site 
Dedicati  on 
Plans  Pushed 

Plans  for  a  parade  and  dedica¬ 
tion  ceremonies  for  the  site  of  Fort 
Astoria  on  September  4  are  well 
underway,  Dr.  Walter  Hay,  in 
charge  of  the  Fort  Astoria  project, 
has  announced. 

The  parade  will  start  from  Duane 
street  behind  the  courthouse  at  3 
p.  rn.,  according  to  present  plans, 
and  the  line  of  march  will  be  down 
Commercial  to  Sixteenth,  then  up 
Sixteenth  to  Exchange,  and  then  to 
the  corner  of  Fifteenth  and  Ex¬ 
change,  the  fort  site. 

Hay  iaid  that  it  is  hoped  that 
all  veteran  groups  in  town  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  parade.  The  American 
Legion  drum  and  bugle  corps  and 
the  Elks  band  have  already  been 
secured  for  the  parade  and  dedica 
tion  ceremonies. 

A  teature  of  the  parade,  Hay 
said,  will  be  old  fashioned  costumes 
and  costumes  of  the  period.  Prizes 
will  be  given  for  the  best  coetumes. 

The  American  region  bell,  as  well 
as  the  three  new  cars  that  they 
are  to  give  away,  will  also  be  in  the 
parade. 

Visiting  dignitaries  from  Portland 
will  participate  in  the  parade  and 
Hay  says  that  he  hopes  officers 
of  the  various  Astoria  service  clubs 
will  attend  also. 

After  the  parade  reaches  the  site 
at  Fifteenth  and  Exchange,  a  pre¬ 
liminary  band  concert  will  be  giv¬ 
en  by  the  Elks  band. 

Greetings  by  Mayor  Orval  Eaton 
and  the  introduction  of  guests  will 
follow.  Walter  Johnson,  president 
of  the  Clatsop  County  Historical  so¬ 
ciety,  will  introduce  Dr.  Burt  Bark¬ 
er,  president  of  the  Oregon  Histori- 
cal  society,  who  will  deliver  the 
main  address. 

Gordon  Sloan  will  act  as  master 
of  ceremonies  at  the  dedication  pro¬ 
gram. 


Johnson  Speaks  At  Rotary  Meeting 
Walter  Johnson,  president  of  the 
Clatsop  County  Historical  society, 
spoke  at  the  regular  Wednesday 
luncheon  meeting  of  the  Astoria  Ro¬ 
tary  club  at  Club  18,  asking  for 
support  in  the  proposed  measure  to 
levy  a  one-half  mill  property  tax 
to  be  used  for  historical  purposes. 
Johnson  pointed  out  that  if  the 
measure  received  the  approval  of 
voters  on  the  November  ballot,  ap¬ 
proximately  $8500  would  be  raised 
to  be  used  to  mark  properly  and 
improve  historical  sites  in  the 
county.  He  said  that  such  a  move 
would  bring  more  tourist  trade  in 
to  the  local  area.  _ 


Flag  Is  Donated 
For  Fort  Site 
By  Legionnaires 

Purchase  and  donation  to  the 
Clatsop  county  historical  society  of 
a  flag  to  be  used  at  the  Fort  As¬ 
toria  site  was  approved  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  Clatsop  post  No.  12  of  the 
American  Legion  at  a  meeting 
Monday  night. 

The  flag  will  be  presented  at  the 
time  of  the  dedication  of  the  site, 
which  is  scheduled  as  an  event  of 
the  Regatta  week. 

A  report  of  details  concerning 
the  state  Legion  convention  was 
presented  at  the  meeting  by  H.  T. 
Hacker,  chairman  of  the  Legion 
convention  commission. 

Hacker  stated  that  plans  are  be¬ 
ing  made  for  a  mass  initiation  cer¬ 
emony  during  the  convention.  He 
also  said  that  arrangements  for  a 
bowling  contest  during  the  con- 
i  vention  are  being  made  and  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  local  post  enter  a 
team  in  the  competition. 

A  financial  report  covering  the 
past  18  months  was  made,  and  the 
post's  budget  for  the  coming  fiscal 
year  was  read  and  approved. 

The  meeting  was  the  first  sinc< 
installation  of  Clayton  Morse  as 
the  post’s  new  commander 


^Workers  Out 
At  Fort  Site 

A  good  sized  work  party  turned 
out  at  the  site  of  Fort  Astoria 
Thursday  evening  to  place  the 
forms  for  the  concrete  bases  of 
the  DAR  marker  and  the  MacTav- 
ish  marker  which  are  to  be  moved 
to  the  site. 

The  large  work  party,  composed 
mainly  of  members  of  the  Lions 
cluh,  got  a  great  deal  of  work 
done,  according  to  Dr.  Walter  Hay, 
in  charge  of  the  project. 

Hay  said  that  work  was  also  be¬ 
gun  on  the  steps  at  the  site  last 
night.  Some  of  the  gravel  screen¬ 
ings  were  spread  on  the  site  too. 

Hay  said  that  the  same  work 
party  will  be  on  hand  next  Thurs¬ 
day  evening  to  pour  the  concrete 
for  the  bases  of  the  markers  and 
!  the  steps. 


Ft.  Astoria  Site  / 
Project  Is  Need 
Of  Volunteers 


Bulldozing  work  on  the  site  o 
Fort  Astoria  at  15th  and  Exchange 
was  completed  Friday  afternoon, 
according  to  Dr.  Walter  Hay,  m 

charge  of  the  work,  t 

Hay  has  planned  a  work  party 
for  the  site  Monday  evening,  start- 
in  at  7  o’clock.  Work  will  consist 
of’  smoothing  the  area  and  spread¬ 
ing  gravel  screenings. 

“We  need  volunteer  workers  at 
the  site,”  Hay  said.  "If  20  01 
people  show  up,  the  work  can  be 
completed  in  short  order 

So  far.  Hay  added  very  few 
people  have  volunteered  and  this 
shortage  of  help  is  delaying 
completion  of  the  project.  Hay 
stated  that  any  one  who  could 
possibly  be  on  hand  to  help  m  th 
work  Monday  evening  is  urged  to 

d°“This  is  a  civic  project  and  local 
citizens  should  show,  an  interest  in 
it”  Hay  explained. 

Those  wishing  to  volunteer  work 
on  the  lot  Monday  evening  are 
asked  to  bring  shovels  or  rakes 
with  them.  Any  other  necessary 
tools  will  be  provided. 


Flag  Is  Up. 
Fort  Parade 
Is  Ready 


With  the  completion  of  the 
erection  of  the  flag  pole  at  the 
Fort  Astoria  site  at  15th  and  Ex- 
change,  Dr.  Walter  Hay  said  this 
morning  that  everything  is  ready 
for  the  parade  and  dedication 
ceremonies  of  the  site  this  after¬ 


noon.  .  ,  ,  | 

Hay  asked  that  all  units  that 
will  participate  in  the  parade 
assemble  at  the  starting  point  at 
7th  and  Duane  by  2:30  this  after- 
noon  at  the  latest  so  that  the 
parade  can  get  underway  prompt¬ 
ly  at  3  o’clock. 

Fifteen  units  have  been  en¬ 
tered  in  the  parade  which  will 
go  through  the  main  business 
district  of  Astoria  enroute  to  the 
fort  site. 

Line  of  march  will  be  from  the 
starting  point  to  Commercial 
street,  down  Commercial  to  14th 
up  14th  to  Exchange,  and  then 
along  Exchange  to  the  site, 

The  dedication  ceremony  at  the 
...;n  not  miHprwsv  at  3:30 


p.  m.  .  ,, 

The  main  dedication  address 
will  be  delivered  by  Dr.  Burt 
Brown  Barker,  president  of  the 
Oregon  Historical  society. 


U-f7r 

Historical  Society  Seeking 
Funds  for  Museum,  Markers 


Plans  to  continue  further  ef- ! 
forts  toward  financing  the  Flavel 
mansion  as  a  historical  museum 
were  approved  at  a  meeting  Tues¬ 
day  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Clatsop  county  historical  so¬ 
ciety. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  con¬ 
sider  fund-raising  methods,  since 
defeat  of  the  half  mill  levy  in  the 
general  election  November  2  left 
the  society  without  funds  to  fi¬ 
nance  the  proposed  museum  and 
marking  of  county  historical  spots 
The  board  of  directors  approved 
a  plan  to  raise  funds  for  operation 
of  the  manion  by  inviting  those 
interested  in  the  museum  to  make 
donations  and  by  soliciting  per- 
;  sons  in  the  east  for  financial  help. 
No  Local  Solicitation 
No  local  fund  solicitation  is 
planned,  but  anyone  who  desires 
to  give  the  museum  financial  sup¬ 
port  is  asked  to  do  so. 

The  directors’  action  to  raise 
funds  followed  a  report  by  Wal¬ 
ter  Johnson,  society  president, 
that  some  action  must  be  taken 
soon  relative  to  use  of  the  Flavel 
masion  as  a  museum. 

The  county  court  now  holds  the 
mansion  in  trust.  The  property 
was  left  to  the  county  with  the 
provision  that  it  either  be  used  as 
a  museum  or  library  or  that  the 
building  be  torn  down  and  the 
property  be  turned  into  a  public 
park. 


1  County  commissioners,  Johnson 
said,  have  informed  him  that  the 
building  cannot  be  turned  over  to 
•the  historical  society  without,  as-' 
surance  that  its  operation  can  be 
financed. 

Funds  to  place  the  mansion  in 
use  as  a  museum  were  due  to  be 
raised  through  the  half  mill  levy 
:  voted  on  in  the  general  election. 

Johnson  said  the  society  would 
I  again  ask  for  the  levy  in  another 
|  election. 

He  pointed  out  to  directors  that 
the  levy  was  defeated  by  only  300 
!  votes  and  that  citizens  of  Astoria 
gave  it  majority  approva1.  The 
measure  was  defeated  by  votes 
from  the  beach  communities  of 
Seaside,  Gearhart  and  Cannon 
1  Beach. 

Pending  passage  of  the  levy  in 
I  another  election,  Johnson  said 
I  funds  would  be  necessary  to  malm 
j  the  Flavel  mansion  usable  as  a 
l  museum. 

If  enough  funds  could  be  raised 
to  assure  a  year’s  operation,  John¬ 
son  said,  approval  probably  could 
|  be  obtained  from  the  county  court 
I  for  the  historical  society  to  use 
the  mansion. 

This  would  entail  an  admission 
|  fee.  Johnson  suggested  that  oth- 
i  er  funds  to  cover  operation  also 
might  be  raised  through  sale  of 
:  postcards  and  souvenirs  to  those 
i  going  through  the  museum. 


Vs, 


CANNON  SITE  WANTED/'/ 

A  proposal  for  a  permanent 
location  for  the  histone  can¬ 
non  at  Cannon  Beach  is  being 
sought  by  a  committee  named 
by  Walter  Johnson,  president  of 
the  Clatsop  County  Historical 
Society.  Members  are  R.  F. 
Denbo,  manager  of  the  Seaside 
Chamber  of  Commerce;  H.  M. 
Wheatley.  Seaside  and  Mrs. 
William  Warren,  Cannon  Beac  . 

After  consultation  with  Mel 
Goodin,  owner  of  the  property 
on  which  the  cannon  and  a  cap¬ 
stan  are  now  located,  anc,  of 
ficers  of  the  Cannon  Beach 
Commercial  club  it  was  de¬ 
cided  that  some  spot  along  the 
permanent  highway  101  and 
overlooking  the  sea,  and  which 
could  be  improved,  would  be 
the  proper  location  for  the  fam¬ 
ous  relics,  provided  such  a  spot 
could  be  found  near  the  place 
where  they  went  ashore  100 
years  ago..  Several  sites  have 
in\/f.«:tin;3ted  but  no  def- 


The  cannon  is  one  of  a  num¬ 
ber  carried  by  the  schooner 
Shark,  U.S.  naval  vessel,  which 
was  wrecked  on  the  Columbia 
river  bar  September  10,  1846. 
Part  of  the  vessel  carrying  the 
cannon  drifted  south,  coming 
ashort  at  Cannon  Beach  and 
giving  the  community  its  name. 
Two  others  are  buried  in  the 
sand  nearby. 


Historical  Group 
Discusses  Plans 
For  Tax  Levy  1  b; ' 

A  discussion  of  methods  of  giv¬ 
ing  out  information  concerning 
a  one-half  mill  historical  fund 
levy  to  be  voted  on  in  the  county  j 
in  November  featured  the  regu-  j 
lar  meeting  Thursday  night  of  j 
the  Clatsop  county  historical 
society. 

Publication  of  a  series  of  arti-  j 
cles  explaining  the  levy  and  its 
purpose  was  authorized  at  the 
meeting. 

The  society  also  voted  to  place  • 
the  Fort  Astoria  replica  exhibit-  I 
ed  at  the  Garden  club  festival  i 
this  week  on  display  in  the  show 
windows  of  the  Pacific  Power 
and  Light  company  in  Astoria. 

It  was  reported  that  wide¬ 
spread  interest  of  school  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  society’s  essay  con¬ 
test  is  expected  to  uncover  a 
number  of  hitherto  unknown  his¬ 
torical  sites  in  the  county.  Par¬ 
ticularly  mentioned  at  the  Thurs¬ 
day  night  meeting  was  the  ceme¬ 
tery  association  formed  by 
Youngs  River  grange  No.  172  in 
1882. 

Walter  Johnson,  president  of 
the  society,  said  400  or  500  en¬ 
tries  are  expected  in  the  essay 
contest. 


Navy  and  national  guard  color  guards  stand  at  the  site  of  Fort  Astoria  at  15th  and  Exchange  streets 
during  the  dedication  ceremonies  at  the  site  September  4.  Behind  the  color  guard  is  the  American 
Legion  drum  and  bugle  corps.  The  two  markers  of  the  fort  site  are  the  DAR  stone  marker  in  the 
foreground  and  the  text  board  at  the  right.  (U.  S  Navy  Photo) 


State  History 
Course  Given 
Wide  Backing 

Cooperation  has  been  obtained 
from  the  state  and  from  the  Port¬ 
land  chamber  of  commerce  in 
backing  legislation  to  make  the 
teaching  of  Oregon  history  com¬ 
pulsory  in  public  schools,  Walter 
Johnson,  president  of  the  Clatsop 
county  historical  society,  said 
Monday. 

Johnson  said  he  had  received 
a  letter  from  Gov.  John  Hall 
promising  to  bring  the  matter  to 
the  attention  of  the  state  board 
of  education.  The  education  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Portland  chamber 
of  commerce  also  has  expressed 
an  intention  to  back  the  legisla¬ 
tion,  Johnson  said. 

At  its  last  meeting,  the  county 
historical  group  voted  to  back 
such  legislation. 

The  essay  contest  which  began 
October  1  in  county  schools  un¬ 
der  sponsorship  of  the  historical 
society  is  attracting  considerable 
interest,  Johnson  said.  The  con¬ 
test  will  end  October  20. 


Historical  Fund  Deserves 
Support — with  Reservations 

You  will  find  on  your  state  ballot  Tues¬ 
day  a  provision  which  would  levy  a  tax  of 
half  a  mill  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
county  historical  fund.  The  tax  would  be 
continuing  annually. 

When  this  matter  was  first  proposed  the 
Signal  expressed  itself  as  highly  favorable  — 
provided  that  Seaside  would  be  the  site  of  any 
museum  established  by  the  fund.  We  based 
our  stand  on  the  fact  that  such  an  institution 
would  serve  far  more  people  if  located  in 
Seaside  than  in  Astoria,  and  that,  for  once, 
Seaside  rather  than  Astoria  should  share  in 
tax  funds  raised  throughout  the  county. 

So  far  nothing  tangible  concerning  a  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  expenditure  of  this  fund  has  been 
put  forward.  We  have  no  assurance  that  Sea¬ 
side  will  share  in  it.  We  realize,  of  course,  that 
there  could  hardly  be  any  assurance  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  fund  is  not  yet  raised, 
nor  have  plans  materialized,  yet  we  feel  that 
an  expression  from  those  sponsoring  the  prop¬ 
osition  would  have  been  helpful. 

As  the  matter  stands  now  we  will  vote  for 
the  proposal  in  the  hope  that  the  money  raised, 
il  the  tax  is  approved,  will  be  used  for  the 
benefit  of  the  whole  county,  rather  than  As¬ 
toria  alone.  If  eventually  we  find  that  this  hope 
is  not  realized,  then  we  will  do  everything 
possible  to  repeal  the  tax. 

We  believe  that  Seaside  people  should 
vote  their  approval  with  the  same  determina¬ 
tion. 


HISTORICAL  FUND 
FACTS! 


(This  is  the  first  of  a  series  of  four  articles  in 
support  of  the  County  Historical  Fund  Tax  Levy.) 

OUR  PROGRAM 


Funds  secured  from  the  County  Historical  Tax  will 
be  used  for  maintaining  and  marking  the  historical  sites 
throughout  Clatsop  County  and  for  the  operation  of  a 
free  public  museum  displaying  the  numerous  pioneer 
exhibits  now  in  the  possession  of  individuals  and  organi¬ 
zations  who  have  offered  to  donate  and  loan  them  to  our 
society  if  adequate  facilities  can  be  obtained  for  their 
care. 

Many  of  our  sites  are  now  in  a  disgraceful  condition 
or  are  being  lost  to  us  by  our  neglect.  With  the  assist 
once  of  the  "historical  fund",  the  sites  of  Fort  Clatsop, 
earliest  custom  house  and  post  office,  Lewis  and  Clark 
Salt  Cairn,  pioneer  cemeteries,  old  grist  mills,  Indian 
burial  grounds,  and  other  historical  areas  throughout 
Clatsop  County  will  be  cleared,  maintained  and  properly 
marked. 

Funds  are  needed  for  erecting  markers  on  each  end 
of  our  county  and  at  the  ferry  landing  to  acquaint  our 
tourists  with  the  historical  background  of  our  county 
and  of  the  various  sites  of  interest. 

Tourist  information  centers  will  be  supplied  with 
maps  and  literature  for  distribution  to  our  visitors  describ¬ 
ing  our  industries  and  historical  sites.' 

This  program  is  of  major  importance  to  our  county 
and  to  every  resident  and  can  only  be  attained  throuqh 
your  support  of  the  "County  Historical  Fund". 

Vov 2  County  Historical  Fund  and  Tax 

(X)  YES 

Clatsop  County  Historical  Society,  Inc. 

Walter  G.  Johnson,  President. 

Thij  Advertisement  Through  Courtesy  of 
Hudson-Duncan  Co. 


HISTORICAL  FUND 
FACTS! 

(Fourth  of  a  series  of  four  articles  in  support  of  the 
County  Historical  Fund) 

HOW  MUCH  WILL  IT 
COST  ME? 


The  County  Historical  Fund  of  only  one-half 
mill  tax,  will  raise  approximately  $9,000  for  the 
preserving  and  marking  of  our  historical  sites 
throughout  the  county  and  for  maintaining  a  free 
historical  museum. 


h 

\ 


The  tax  on  a  dwelling  and  small  tract  of  land 
situated  along  the  highways  of  our  county  will  be 
approximately  35c  a  year. 

For  the  average  house  and  lot  in  any  of  the 
cities  and  towns  of  the  county  will  be  approxi¬ 
mately  25c  a  year. 


a 


Yet  this  small  tax  will  result  in  inducing  our 
tourists  to  visit  our  sites  and  museum  and  the 
spending  of  millions  of  dollars  throughout  the 
county  for  hotel  accomodations,  food,  car  expenses 
and  other  items  by  our  visitors. 


We  have  neglected  to  capitalize  on  our  tour¬ 
ist  industry  in  the  past.  Let  us  act  now  before  our 
exhibits  and  historical  sites  will  be  lost  to  us  for¬ 
ever. 

Our  program  has  the  support  of  26  civic  and 
fraternal  organizations  throughout  this  county. 
It  should  have  your  support  also. 


Vote  Historical  Fund  and  Tax 
(X)  YES 


Clatsop  County  Historical  Society,  Inc. 

W  alter  G.  Johnson,  President 

This  advertisement  through  courtesy  of 

Lower  Columbia  Cooperative 
Dairy  Association 


HISTORICAL  FUND 
FACTS! 


(Third  of  a  series  of  four  articles  in  support 
of  the  County  Historical  Fund.) 

COUNTY  BENEFITS 


Figures  released  by  the  Oregon  State  Highway  Com¬ 
mission  show  that  600,000  cars  visited  our  state  during 
1948;  that  an  average  of  3.07  passengers  were  in  each 
car  and  that  each  tourist  spent  $5.35  a  day  during 
their  stay  in  Oregon,  with  a  grand  total  of  ninety-two 
million  dollars  spent  by  tourists  during  this  year. 

With  the  operation  of  a  free  historical  museum  and 
the  preserving  and  marking  of  our  pioneer  sites  through¬ 
out  the  county,  we  can  induce  the  majority  of  our  visitors 
to  delay  one  day  with  a  yearly  revenue  of  millions  of 
dollars  expended  in  our  county. 

The  tourist  industry  is  one  of  our  major  assets.  In 
the  past  we  have  neglected  to  capitalize  on  this  fact. 
A  tax  levy  of  only  one-half  mill  will  provide  approxi¬ 
mately  $9,000  for  completing  the  program  of  preserving 
our  tourist  attractions  and  will  result  in  the  return  of 
thousands  of  dollars  for  every  dollar  raised  by  this 
small  tax. 

Don't  forget.  Every  dollar  spent  in  industry  in  our 
county  is  returned  to  the  residents  and  taxpayers. 

Vote  Historical  Fund  and  Tax 
(X)  YES 

CLATSOP  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY,  Inc. 

Walter  G.  Johnson,  President 

This  Ad  Through  Courtesy  of 

Hildebrand  &  Co.  ^  ~ 

FURNITURE 


To  The  Voters 

Of 

Clatsop  County 

On  the  November  2nd  ballot  there  will  be  a  measure 
asking  for  a  tax  levy  not  to  exceed  one-half  mill  for 
the  purpos*  of  establishing  a  historical  fund  for  Clat¬ 
sop  County  in  order  that  the  historic  spots  may  be 
preserved  and  perpetuated  for  the  future. 

It  may  be  argued,  and  we  agree,  that  this  trifling  ex¬ 
penditure  of  funds  may  add  to  the  wealth  of  Clatsop 
County  on  account  of  expenditures  by  visitors  to  such 
historic  places 

If  the  preservation  of  these  venerable  places  is  to  be 
maintained  only  for  the  purpose  of  making  money  out 
of  them,  then  our  cause  is  in  vain,  and  the  results  de¬ 
sired  will  not  be  accomplished. 

Down  through  the  ages  has  come  the  injunction:  “Not 
by  bread  alone  doth  man  live,  etc.,  etc.”  Not  bv  money 
and  sky  scrapers  and  boulevards  does  a  community 
live  and  prosper. 

If  we  do  not  think  of  the  sacrifices  of  the  few  who 
made  these  historical  places  immortal  and  try  to  in¬ 
culcate  our  children  and  those  who  come  after  with 
the  sacredress  ox  the  obligation  we  owe  for  the  strug¬ 
gles  which  kept  this  Northwest  as  a  part  of  the  United 
States,  then  our  effort  will  be  fruitless. 

Tht  one-half  mill  levy  will  mean  a  tax  of  twenty-five 
cents  per  annun  on  a  $500.00  valuation,  or  fifty  cents 
on  a  $1,01.0.00  valuation.  This  little  item  surely  will 
not  stop  us  from  showing  coming  generations  the  be¬ 
ginnings  of  our  history.  There  is  one  thing  we  should 
always  remember,  and  that  is  those  people  who  have 
no  pride  of  ancestry  will  never  leave  anything  to  pos¬ 
terity  to  be  proud  of. 

Let  us  show  that  this  does  not  apply  to  Americans  by 
voting  for  the  little  one-half  mill  levy. 


Sponsored  by: 

Astoria  Spruce  Corporation 

W.  P.  O’Brien,  Manager 


Not  "BELIEVE  IT  OR  NOT"— But 


Do  i/  ou  Know 

THAT  THE  FACTS  ARE: 


Would  You  Build  an 
$8,900  Warehouse  to  Preservi 
a  $2,000,000  Crop? 


The  oldest  American  settlement  west  of  the  Rockies  is  in 

I 

Clatsop  County? 

The  acquisition  of  the  western  territory  of  the  United  States 
was  based  on  the  discovery  in  1792  by  Captain  Gray  of  the  Colum¬ 
bia  river;  the  exploration  of  this  area  in  1805  by  Lewis  and  Clark 
and  the  settlement  of  Fort  Astoria  by  John  Jacob  Astor  in  1811  ? 

That  little  effort  has  been  made  to  preserve  our  historic  sites 
and  exploit  their  tourist  value,  until  it  recently  was  undertaken  by 
the  Clatsop  County  Historical  society? 

That  with  an  estimated  tourist  traffic  of  200,000  visitors  a 
year,  we  are  annually  losing  a  revenue  in  this  county  of  between 
one  and  two  million  dollars,  by  our  failure  to  preserve  and  exploit 
our  historical  sites? 

That  hundreds  of  our  historical  relics  are  being  lost  yearly  by 
being  donated  to  other  communities  which  have  realized  their  value 
and  provided  for  their  care  in  museums? 

That  the  Clatsop  County  Historical  society  has  as  its  major 
program  the  preservation  of  such  historical  sites  as  Fort  Astoria, 
Fort  Clatsop,  Lewis  and  Clark  salt  cairn,  first  custom  house  and  .post 
office  west  of  the  Rockies,  town  of  Lexington,  Pioneer  cemetery, 
First  Presbyterian  and  Methodist  churches,  and  other  sites  through 
out  the  county,  as  well  as  preservation  and  display  of  our  exhibits 
in  a  county  museum? 

That  our  program  cannot  succeed  without  the  cooperation  of 
the  citizens  of  this  county? 

(Over) 


If  by  the  preservation  and  marking  of  our  historical  sites  and 
by  displaying  our  exhibits  in  a  county  museum,  we  can  induce  our 
tourists  tu  delay  one  day  in  our  county,  a  yearly  revenue  of  between 
one  and  two  million  dollars  will  be  expended  throughout  Clatsop 
county.  Through  a  yearly  tax  levy  of  only  one-half  mill  which  will 
provide  approximately  $8,900  a  year,  this  program  can  be  accom¬ 
plished. 


In  addition,  we  will  he  providing  the  citizens  of  our  county 
with  public  parks  and  places  of  interest  for  themselves  and  their 
friends  and  educate  our  coming  generations  in  the  historical  value 
of  our  county. 


Your  Community  Pride  and  the  Value 
of  Our  Program  to  You  Require  Your 
Active  Cooperation  and  Support 
in  Our  Program! 


VOTE 

For  Historical  Fund  and  Tax 
(X)  YES 


Clatsop  County  Historical  Society 


WALTER  G.  JOHNSON,  President 


\ 


Published  through  funds  donated  by  Louis  Sovey 
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roria,  Oregon,  Wednesday,  November  17,  1948 


4  JYour  Library - — - - 

UUjjCtj  "The  Trail  Led  North"  Tells 
Of  Early  Astoria  of  1 880's 


//- 

Farm  Work  Teles 
Brought  New  Book 
About  Astorians 

Tales  told  as  the  McKeowns 
and  the  Hawthornes  worked  on 
adjoining  farms  0f,Hood  Rive^ 

resulted  in  the  writing  of  The 

Trail  Led  North,”  a  book  of  rem- 
iniscenses  in  which  Astoria  plays 
i  a  large  part. 

Monte  Hawthorne,  whose  mem¬ 
ories  of  life  in  the  early  canner¬ 
ies  here  and  of  the  Alaska  gold 
rilch  are  the  basis  for  the  text, 
was  back  in  Astoria  Wednesday 
with  his  wife,  his  niece-  ^art^ 
Ferguson  McKeown,  and  hi. 
niece’s  trusbsnd.  . 

But  he  found  Astoria  a  differ¬ 
ent  place  than  it  was  in  thcljjs 
and  he  was  so  busy  helping  h 
niece  autograph  books,  and  ap¬ 
pear  at  meetings  that  he  did  not 
even  get  a  chance  to  visit  a  can- 

nCThe  partv  is  scheduled  to  l^ave 
Astoria  Friday  to  return  to  Hood 
River,  where  a  major  civic  ce  - 

h^cSnPlaIXgraphed 

t 

SlShLniS^d' Hawthorne  will  be 
guests  of  honor  at  a  meeting 
Thursday  night  in  the  Hotel  As¬ 
toria  of^he  Clatsop  county  his¬ 
torical  society.  The  public  has 

^Mr^McKeown  'poke^^the 

club1  Thursday  and  addressed  stu¬ 
dents  of  the  Knappa  high  school 
1  Thursday  morning. 


By  PHIL  BLODGETT 
Clatsop  County  Librarian 

Several  years  ago  an  unknown 
author  rocketed  to  literary  fame 
and  (considerable)  fortune.  This 
was  Margaret  Mitchell,  a  Georgia 
|  belle,  who  wrote  the  subsequent¬ 
ly  famous  novel 
of  the  Civil  war, 
“Gone  With  the 
Wind.” 

Later  on,  dur¬ 
ing  the  late  un¬ 
pleasantness.  a 
somewhat  glam¬ 
orous  young  ma¬ 
tron  likewise 
achieved  the 
heights  of  no¬ 
toriety  and  cer¬ 
tain  desirable  emoluments  with  a 
period  piece  of  the  England  of 
Charles  II  in  which  the  principal 
character  was  a  young  lady  of 
questionable  morals  who  went 
by  the  traffic-signal  name  of  “For¬ 
ever  Amber.” 

Now  we  have  another  unknown 
author  who  may  well  attain  the 
success  which  will  place  her  in 
upper  income  tax  brackets.  It  is 
happens  that  these  first  two  nov¬ 
els  were  produced  by  Macmillan 
Company,  publishers,  who  spent 
huge  sums  to  insurf  the  financial 
success  of  the  books,  the  authors, 
and,  incidentally,  themselves. 

It  is  probable  that  they  will 
spend  considerable  advertising 
money  on  this  new  book  like¬ 
wise,  this  new  book  which  is 
called  “The  Trail  Led  North”  by 
Martha  Ferguson  McKeown  who 
was  once  a  Ferguson  of  our  own 
fair  city  of  Astoria. 

“The  Trail  Led  North”  has  al¬ 
ready  received  great  publicity  and 
its  i  author  will  be  here  this  week. 
Unlike  its  predecessors  this  is  not 
a  novel,  but  is  the  story  of  Mont 
Hawthorne,  a  salty  character  if 
there  ever  was  one,  who  spent 
some  of  the  early  years  of  his  life 
in  the  Astoria  of  the  ’80’s,  and 
made  frequent  trips  to  the  north 
always  coming  back  to  winter  at 
home  in  Astoria. 

Mont  Hawthorne,  now  past  80, 
is  the  uncle  of  Mrs.  McKeown 
and  lives  on  an  adjoining  ranch 
in  the  Hood  River  valley.  For 
years  he  has  regaled  her  with  the 
tales  of  an  adventurous  career 
v/hich  included  wood-cutting  for 
Captain  Flavel,  building  and  op¬ 
erating  canneries  on  Kodiak  is¬ 
land,  journeys  to  the  gold  fields 
of  the  Yukon,  boat  building,  ma¬ 
chine-inventing  and  numerous 
other  activities  to  which  he  turned 
a  clever  hand. 


Regardless  of  how  this  book  ap¬ 
peals  to  the  national  public  (and 
I’m  making  no  predictions  since 
November  2  last)  it  will  find  a 
wide  and  enthusiastic  audience  in 
the  northwest  and  should  be  read 
by  everyone  who  has  ever  visited 
or  lived  in  Astoria. 

It  is  a  great  tale  by  a  man  who 
lived  a  great  life  in  the  making 
of  this  part  of  the  country.  Mont 
Hawthorne  is  a  likeable  rough  and 
ready  character  with  a  fine  phil¬ 
osophy  and  a  remarkable  mem¬ 
ory  of  the  places,  people  and 
events  in  which  he  took  part. 

Mrs.  McKeown,  his  niece,  has 
done  a  splendid  job  of  recaptur¬ 
ing  the  flavor  of  that  time,  and 
recounting  the  true  stories  of 
fishing,  hunting,  canning  and 
gold-hunting  in  just  the  way  old 
Mont  told  them  to  her.  It  matters 
little  that  he  used  plural  subjects 
with  singular  verbs  throughout, 
the  story  is  such  an  authentic  bit 
of  history,  and  that  is  what  really 
matters. 

There  is  so  much  that  is  quot¬ 
able  that  one  would  find  himself 
repeating  the  entire  book,  but  as 
a  sample  let  us  hear  a  little  of 
Mont’s  wisdom  of  experience: 

“There  just  isn’t  a  much  better 
place  to  size  up  folks  than  in 
church — unless  maybe  it’s  at  a 
public  hanging. 

“Seems  like  when  folks  go  to  : 
church  they  left  their  guard  down. 
They  start  thinking  about  the  oth¬ 
er  fellow.  Pretty  soon  they  are 
speaking  to  strangers.  Maybe  if 
you  happen  to  be  around  (hey’ll 
ask  you  home  with  them  some¬ 
time.  In  a  strange  place  it’s  a 
sort  of  introduction.  I’ve  always 
liked  going  to  church  in  different 
places.  I’d  never  have  got  to 
know  a  lot  of  them  Indians  up 
north  the  way  I  did  if  I  hadn’t 
gone  to  church  with  them.”  That’s 
Mont  on  Kodiak  island. 

Along  the  same  line  is  this  bit 
of  humor:  “Carl  Hansen  from  As¬ 
toria  had  been  a  great  YMCA 
talker.  He  used  to  be  one  of  them 
fellows  who  would  go  around  and 
get  you  to  give. 

“We  had  a  lot  of  them  making 
the  rounds  of  the  canneries  in  As¬ 
toria,  My  old  Chinaboys  pitched 
in  and  helped,  too,  until  the  col¬ 
lection  takers  got  to  coming  back 
too  often.  Then  the  China  boss 
says:  ‘Who  money  for?’  He  says: 
‘This  money  is  for  the  Lord.’  The 
China  boss  says:  “Wassa  malla 
with  the  Lord;  Him  allee  time 
bloke’!” 

Incidentally,  folks,  your  Com¬ 
munity  Chest  still  neds  your  con¬ 
tributions. 


Author  of  "Trail  LedNorth”. 
To  Attend  Historical  Meet 


Mont  Hawthorne  and  his  niece,  Martha  Ferguson  McKeown,  look 
through  a  copy  of  their  book,  “The  Trail  Led  North”.  The  front 
cover  of  the  jacket  is  a  picture  of  Astoria  in  1870. 


Mont  Hawthorne  took  this  picture  of  a  Columbia  river  saltery  in 
the  days  vvhen  fish  processors  manufactured  their  own  cans  and 
saited  salmon  was  a  common  product.  Hawthorne  savs  in  “The 
Trai  Led  North”,  “Fish  are  so  blamed  dear  now  they’ve  q£t  salt- 
ing  them.  Too  bad,  salmon  bellies  are  sure  good  eating.” 

An  attractive  gray  -  haired 
woman  and  her  uncle,  a  keen¬ 
eyed,  smiling  old  man  who  knew 
Astoria  in  the  days  when  males 
went  about  armed  to  avoid  being 
shanghaied  and  females  stayed 
off  the  streets  entirely,  will  be 
guests  at  a  public  meeting  Thurs¬ 
day  of  the  Clatsop  county  histori¬ 
cal  society. 


r  Both  are  scheduled  to  appear 

Thursday  morning  at  the  Knappa 
high  school. 

They  will  be  guests  of  honor 
of  the  Astoria  Kiwanis  club  at  a 
I  noon  meeting  Thursday.iMrs.  Mc¬ 
Keown  is  scheduled  to  autograph 
!  copies  of  “The  Trail  Led  North” 
at  local  bookstores  in  the  after¬ 
noon. 


The  meeting  will  begin  at  8 
p.  m.  in  the  main  dining  room  of 
the  Hotel  Astoria. 

The  woman,  Mrs.  Martha  Fer¬ 
guson  McKeown,  is  the  author  of 
the  new  MacMillan  book  “The 
Trail  Led  North,”  which  is  based 
on  the  memories  of  her  uncle, 
Mont  Hawthorne. 

Mrs.  McKeown  and  Hawthorne 
will  arrive  here  Wednesday  night. 


Both  Mont  Hawthorne  and 
Mrs.  McKeown  are  residents  of 
Hood  River.  Mrs.  McKeown,  a 
member  of  the  pioneer  Ferguson 
family  here,  is  a  cousin  of  Mrs. 
Garnet  Green,  168  Jerome. 

“The  Trail  Led  North”  is  Mrs  ! 
McKeown’s  first  published  book 

She  has  written  it  directly  from 
her  uncle’s  memories,  in  a  breezy 
colloquial  style. 

The  book  relates  Ilawthrtrhe’s 
adventures  in  the  Astoria  of  the 
1880’s  and  continues  with  the 
story  of  his  adventures  in  Alaska 
during  the  gold  rush. 


